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Awards &Honours 

6 Indian origin students win US Spell Bee 

• Six Indian-origin students are among the eight participants 
who won the prestigious Scripps National Spelling Bee, 
taking home more than USD 50,000 in cash and prizes, 
after defeating over 550 other contestants in an 
unprecedented competition in the US. 

• It is the first time in the 94-year history of the competition 
that more than two co-champions have been named. It is a 
high profile test. 

Pune scientist wins German chemistry prize 

• Ankur Patwardhan from Pune has bagged the second prize 
of €25,000 for a project at the ‘Elsevier Foundation-ISC3 
Green and Sustainable Chemistry Challenge’. 

• His project named ‘Butterfly attractant for pollination and 
ecosystem health’ is about the relationship between 
chemistry and ecosystem. 

• He is also the president of a committee on 
Mahabaleshwar-Panchgani Eco-Sensitive Zone. 

Bharti AXA Claims Excellence Award 

• Bharti AXA Life Insurance, a private life insurer, has been 
conferred with the FICCI Claims Excellence Award. 

• The award was given for its customer-friendly claims 
services in the life insurance sector. 

• The insurer improved its individual claim settlement ratio, 
the number of claims paid to the number of claims 
received, to 96.85% in the financial year 2017-18. 

Nalini Malani wins Joan Miró Prize for 2019 

• Indian artist Nalini Malani has won the biennial Joan Miró 
Prize for 2019. 

• The award is named after Spanish painter and sculptor 
Joan Miró, one of the most influential artists the 20th 
century. 

• The award is given by Fundació Joan Miró, the Spanish art 
museum along with the bank La Caixa. 

• La Caixa will provide Malani a €70,000 (Rs 54.5 lakh) 
award. 

Shyam Saran to be conferred with Award 

• Former foreign secretary Shyam Saran will be conferred 
with Japan's second highest national award. 

• He will be awarded for his contributions to strengthen the 
strategic ties and enhancing mutual understanding 
between India and Japan. 

• The Government of Japan announced that in its 2019 
Spring Imperial Decorations, it will confer Saran, 'the Order 
of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star'. 

Bengaluru doctor got Global Asian award 

• Bengaluru-based medical doctor Hema Divakar was 
honoured with the 'Global Asian of the Year 2018-19' 
award in Dubai recently.  

• She was awarded for her yeomen services and 
contributions to the women's healthcare ecosystem, in 
India, 

• She received the award at the Asian Business & Social 
Forum 2019 under the 'In Service of the Society and the 
Nation' category. 

PCT Humanity entered Guinness World Records 

• PCT Humanity, a charity run by an Indian, in the UAE has 
entered the Guinness Book of World Records. 

• It got recognised for its hunger relief efforts during the 
holy month of Ramzan in Abu Dhabi. 

• The charity set the new Guinness World Records for 
'Longest Line of Hunger Relief Package' in Abu Dhabi. 

Indian short film wins Nespresso Talents award 

• Indian filmmaker, Achyutanand Dwivedi's film, 'Seed 
Mother', won the third prize in the international section of 
Nespresso Talents Awards 2019 in Cannes. 

• The awards are held annually as part of the Cannes Critics' 
Week to encourage new perspectives in filmmaking. 

• The theme for the 2019 awards was 'We Are What We 
Eat'. 

Awards and Honours 

• Antano & Harini – Legacy Accelerators received the ‘Award 
of Honour’ from the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment, Government of India. 

• Actor Sunny Pawar has bagged the Best Child Actor award 
for Chippa at the 19th New York Indian Film Festival. 

Dr. P.K. Mishra conferred with Sasakawa Award 

• United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) 
conferred Sasakawa Award 2019 for Disaster Risk 
Reduction to Dr. Pramod Kumar Mishra. 

• He is the Additional Principal Secretary to Prime Minister 
of India. 

• The award was announced during the ongoing 6th Session 
of Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (GPDRR) 
2019 at Geneva. 

Johnson Bird to get lifetime Achievement 

• Former rivals Magic Johnson and Larry Bird are to receive a 
joint Lifetime Achievement Award at the 2019 National 
Basketball Association (NBA) Awards. 

• The two previous recipients of the award are Bill Russell 
(2017) and Oscar Robertson (2018). 

• The NBA Awards is an annual awards show presented by 
the NBA to honor and recognize the league's top 
performers and accomplishments. 

Anil Kapoor to be honoured 
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• Council of European Chambers of Commerce (CEUCC) in 
India and European Union (EU) delegation will felicitate 
Indian actor Anil Kapoor. 

• He will be honoured for promoting Children’s Rights and 
his effort to protect the rights of girls in collaboration with 
Plan India and the European Union. 

• He will be accompanied by the EU Ambassador to India 
Tomasz Kozlowski. 

Virat Kohli bagged cricketer of the year 

• India captain Virat Kohli bagged the International Cricketer 
and Batsman of the Year award during the CEAT Cricket 
Rating (CCR) International awards 2019. 

• Pacer Jasprit Bumrah was adjudged as International 
Bowler of the Year. 

• Ashutosh Aman was awarded Domestic Cricketer of the 
Year. 

• Mohinder Amarnath was bestowed with the 'CCR 
International Lifetime Achievement Award'. 

2 Indians among 115 UN staff honoured 

• An Indian police officer Jitender Kumar and a consultant 
Shikha Garg are among 115 UN peacekeepers and staff 
honoured by UN for their sacrifice. 

• They lost their lives in the service of peace between 
January 2018 and March 2019. 

• UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres paid tribute to 115 
peacekeepers from 43 nations, who sacrificed their lives in 
the line of duty at the solemn ceremony. 

Tiger Woods awarded Presidential medal 

• US President Donald Trump bestowed Tiger Woods with 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest 
civilian honour. 

• Woods is only the fourth and the youngest golfer ever to 
have received the highest American civilian award. 

• Mr. Trump praised Mr. Woods as one of the greatest 
athletes in the history of sports. 

G D Robert honored with V K Menon Award 

• Indian-origin journalist G D ‘Robert’ Govender was 
conferred with V K Krishna Menon Award 2019 in the UK 
for his contribution as a pioneer of decolonised journalism. 

• The award is given to mark the 123rd birth anniversary of 
V K Krishna Menon, Indian diplomat and politician. 

• He is the first person who has been awarded the V K 
Krishna Menon posthumously. 

Article on coalgate wins ACJ Award 

• The article titled Coalgate 2.0' published in The Caravan 
magazine in March last year has won the ACJ Award for 
Investigative Journalism, 2018. 

• It is authored by Nileena M S. 

• The final jury comprising Gopalkrishna Gandhi, Nilita 
Vachani and Dr A R Venkatachalapathy Friday unanimously 

decided on Nileena's work as the winner, says an ACJ 
release. 

Kiran Kumar gets France’s Highest Honour 

• Former ISRO chairman A S Kiran Kumar was conferred with 
France’s highest civilian honour, Chevalier de l’Ordre 
national de la Legion d’Honneur. 

• He was awarded for his contribution to India-France space 
cooperation. 

• He currently holds the Chair of the ISRO Committee on 
Earth Observation Satellites. 

Alfred won Golden Environmental Prize 

• Alfred Brownell, an environmental lawyer, and activist was 
awarded the Goldman Environmental Prize. 

• He was awarded for exposing alleged abuse by the palm 
oil company Golden Veroleum Liberia and helping to 
prevent it from converting about 50 km2 of the forest. 

• He won the Goldman prize along with five others for 
grassroots environmental activism. 

Niramai won gold prize at Hack Osaka 

• Niramai, the Bengaluru-based health tech startup nailed 
gold prize at the Hack Osaka event, Japan, imprinting 
India’s technology at the global level. 

• The startup is developing an AI-based solution for early 
detection of breast cancer. 

• The concern is the brainchild of Geetha Manjunath and 
Nidhi Mathur, marking their inception in 2016. 

BCCI recommended Bumrah for Arjuna Award 

• Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) recommended 
4 Indian cricketers - Mohammed Shami, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Ravindra Jadeja and Poonam Yadav for the Arjuna Award 
2019. 

• Bumrah is currently the world number one ODI bowler, 
while Jadeja is the world number three Test all-rounder. 

• Poonam Yadav is ranked second in women's T20I rankings 
for bowlers. 

Gurpreet Singh recommended for Arjuna Award 

• All India Football Federation (AIFF) recommended the 
names of Gurpreet Singh Sandhu and Jeje Lalpekhlua for 
the prestigious Arjuna award 2019. 

• The federation had been pushing the cases of the two 
footballers since 2017 but the Arjuna award committee 
continued to ignore their claims. 

• In 2017, the AIFF recommended the two along with 
Bembem Devi but only the last name was conferred with 
it. 

Days & Events 

World No Tobacco Day- 31st May 

• The focus of World No Tobacco Day 2019 is on "tobacco 
and lung health." 
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• The campaign will increase awareness on the negative 
impact that tobacco has on people’s lung health, from 
cancer to chronic respiratory disease, the fundamental 
role lungs play for the health and well-being of all people. 

• The campaign also serves as advocating for a effective 
policies to reduce tobacco consumption. 

Chaudhary Charan Singh's death anniversary 

• Former Prime Minister Chaudhary Charan Singh's death 
anniversary is being observed on 29th May.  

• Also known as the champion of peasants, Charan Singh 
died in 1987. 

• He played a critical role in politics post-independence 
and served as the 5th Prime Minister of India.  

• His cremation site is remembered as Kisan Ghat, 
memorializing the work he did for the farming 
communities of India.  

International Day of UN Peacekeepers, 29 May 

• The first UN peacekeeping mission was established on 
29th May 1948. 

• The objective is to pay tribute to the invaluable 
contribution by the uniformed and civilian personnel and 
to honour more than 3,800 peacekeepers who have lost 
their lives while rendering peacekeeping services.  

• The theme of 2019 is “Protecting Civilians, Protecting 
Peace”. 

Days and Event 

• International Commonwealth Day was observed in 
Commonwealth countries on 24 May. 

• International Missing Children's Day is observed every year 
on 25 May. 

• International Day to End Obstetric Fistula was observed on 
23 May. 

Days and Events 

• World turtle day is observed on 23rd May. 

• It is sponsored yearly since 2000 by American Tortoise 
Rescue.  

• May 24 is observed as National Brother’s Day in the United 
States to honor the brothers in one’s life. 

World Biodiversity Day: 22 May 

• The International Day for Biological Diversity (or World 
Biodiversity Day) is observed on May 22 every year. 

• The theme for 2019 is 2019 - Our Biodiversity, Our Food, 
Our Health. 

• It is a United Nations-sanctioned international day to 
increase understanding and awareness of biodiversity 
issues. 

Anti-Terrorism Day in India: 21 May 

• Every year May 21 is observed as Anti-Terrorism day in 
India. 

• The day is observed in the memory of former Indian PM 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi who passed away on this day. 

• Former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated at an 
election rally near Chennai by a suicide bomber from the 
LTTE on 21 May 1991. 

World Metrology Day: 20 May 

• World Metrology Day is observed every year on 20 May. 

• It commemorates the anniversary of the signing of the 
Metre Convention in 1875. 

• The theme for World Metrology Day 2019 is The 
International System of Units - Fundamentally better. 

Days and Events 

• World Hypertension Day (WHD) is observed every year on 
17 May. 

• World Telecommunication and Information Society Day is 
observed on 17 May. 

• The Second International Day of Light was observed on 16 
May. 

• The International Day of Living Together in Peace was 
observed on 16 May. 

International Museum Day: 18 May 

• International Museum Day (IMD) is celebrated on 18th 
May every year. 

• It is coordinated by the International Council of Museums 
(ICOM). 

• The objective of International Museum Day (IMD) is to 
raise awareness that, Museums are an important means of 
cultural exchange. 

• The theme for International Museum Day (IMD) 2019 is 
Museums as Cultural Hubs: The future of tradition. 

National Dengue Day: 16 May 

• National Dengue Day is observed every year of 16 May. 

• It aims to spread awareness about dengue and to increase 
preventive measures as well as find out ways to prevent 
and control the disease across the country. 

• A viral disease caused by the dengue virus, it is transmitted 
by the Aedes mosquito (Aedes aegypti) bite infected with 
any one of the four dengue viruses. 

International Day of Families: 15 May 

• The International Day of Families (IDF) is observed on the 
15th of May every year. 

• The Day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 
1993. 

• The day reflects the importance the international 
community attaches to families. It was first observed in 
1996. 

• The theme for IDF 2019 is 'Families and Climate Action: 
Focus on SDG 13'. 

International Nurses Day: 12 May 
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• International Nurses Day (IND) is an international day 
observed around the world on 12 May each year. 

• It marks the contributions that nurses make to society. 

• It was first observed in 1965. 

• The theme for the year 2019 is Nurses: A voice to lead - 
Health for All. 

World Migratory Bird Day: 11 May 

• World Migratory Bird Day is observed every year on 11 
May. 

• The theme for this year's World Migratory Bird Day is 
‘Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution.’ 

• The aim of the day is to highlight the need to protect 
migratory birds and their habitats. 

Road Safety Week: 6-12 May 

• UN Global Road Safety Week was observed from 6 to 12 
May 2019. 

• It is celebrated every two years and highlights the need for 
strong leadership for road safety. 

• The theme for 2019 is 'leadership for road safety'. 

National Technology Day: 11 May 

• National Technology Day is observed every year on 11t 
May in India. 

• It acts as a reminder of the anniversary of Shakti, the 
Pokhran nuclear test which was held on 11 May 1998. 

• The aim of the celebration is to highlight the achievements 
of the scientists and engineers of India in the field of 
science and technology. 

World Red Cross Day: 8 May 

• World Red Cross Day, also known as World Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Day is observed every year on May 8. 

• It is a gentle nod to all the volunteers who have made 
unparalleled contribution to people in duress or need. 

• The 2019 theme is, ‘#Love’ and aims to broaden the 
public’s understanding of the society by highlighting the 
diversity and universality of its work and approach. 

Days and Events 

• International Firefighters' Day (IFFD) is observed every 
year on May 4. 

• Coal Miners Day is observed every year on 4 May to 
highlight the conditions of coal miners as it is the toughest 
profession known. 

• National Space Day is observed annually on the first Friday 
in May which was 3 May. 

• World Tuna Day is observed on 2 May every year to raise 
awareness about tuna fish globally. 

World Press Freedom Day 2019 

• World Press Freedom Day is observed annually on May 3 
to inform the international community that freedom of 

the press and freedom of expression are fundamental 
human rights.  

• The main celebration of World Press Freedom Day 2019 is 
taking place in Addis Ababa, from 1 to 3 May 2019.  

• The overall theme of this year's event is the role of media 
in elections and democracy. 

Ayushman Bharat Diwas: 30 April 

• As part of Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, Ayushman Bharat Diwas 
was celebrated across the country on April 30, 2019. 

• During the event, information regarding Ayushman Bharat 
Scheme was provided to people during health camps 
organised in rural areas. 

• The Ayushman Bharat -National Health Protection Mission 
(AB- NHPM) was launched by PM Narendra Modi on April 
14, 2018, at Bijapur, Chhattisgarh. 

International Labour Day: 1 May 

• International Labour Day, also known as International 
Worker's Day or May Day is celebrated every year on 1 
May. 

• The day is celebrated to honour the contribution of 
working men and women. 

• The theme of Labour Day 2019 is - Uniting Workers for 
Social and Economic Advancement.  

• In India, the first Labour Day or May Day was celebrated in 
1923 in Chennai. 

International Affairs 

Four allies to hold fourth quadrilateral meet 

• India, US,Japan, and Australia are set to meet for the 
fourth time and with the latest quadrilateral meet set to 
occur in Bangkok. 

• India has said the quadrilateral meeting is a consultative 
process, not a military alliance. 

• The issues for discussion during the last meeting were on 
expected lines centered on the Indo-Pacific. It means free 
passage for ships and a free and open Indo-Pacific.  

UN extends sanctions against South Sudan 

• The UN Security Council has extended an arms embargo 
and sanctions on South Sudan for a year, despite 
resistance from African countries, Russia and China. 

• A US-drafted resolution was adopted by a vote of 10 in 
favor with five abstentions. Resolutions in the 15-member 
council require a minimum of nine votes for adoption. 

US warns India on missile deal with Russia 

• India's decision to buy the long-range S-400 missile 
defense system from Russia will have serious implications 
on defence ties, the Trump administration has warned. 

• The S-400 is known as Russia's most advanced long-range 
surface-to-air missile defence system. 
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• China was the first foreign buyer to seal a government-to-
government deal with Russia in 2014 to procure the lethal 
missile system. 

Trump announces new Mexican tariffs 

• President Trump announced that he is slapping a 5% tariff 
on all Mexican imports, effective June 10, to pressure the 
country to do more to crack down on the surge of Central 
American migrants trying to cross the US border. 

• Trump has accused the Mexican government of failing to 
do enough to halt the flow of Central American migrants 
from countries like El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala. 

PM's to meet President of the Kyrgyz Republic 

• President of the Kyrgyz Republic, H.E Sooronbay 
Sharipovich Jeenbekov, graced the Swearing-in Ceremony 
of PM Shri Narendra Modi. 

• Kyrgyzstan is the current Chair of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization and is an important partner of India in 
Central Asia. 

• President Jeenbekov reiterated the invitation for him to 
visit Kyrgyzstan for the SCO Summit and a bilateral visit 
during 13-15 June 2019. 

US to end India's GSP trade program 

• President Donald Trump announced in March he would 
end India's access Generalized System of Preferences 
(GSP) trade program over what the U.S. said was lack of 
access to India's market. 

• The program allows emerging countries to export goods to 
the US without paying duties. 

• The official said the benefits could be restored if India gave 
U.S companies fair and equitable access to its markets. 

Food delivery apps drowning China in plastic 

• The food delivery apps in China have become the major 
reason for the astronomical growth of plastic in China. 

• People in China generate less plastic waste, per capita, 
than America, a report said, but researchers predict that 
nearly three-quarters of China’s plastic waste ends up in 
badly managed landfills or out in the open, where it can 
easily make its way into the sea. 

US jets are in China’s rare earth firing line 

• China’s grip on the global market for rare-earth metals 
gives it the ability to target American weaponry in its trade 
war with the US. 

• Everything from Lockheed Martin Corp.’s F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter jet to guided missiles and lasers used to determine 
targets rely on the elements to perform key functions. 

China DB leaks 42.5m records from dating apps 

• As many as 42.5 million records of users of different dating 
apps were found in a single Chinese database that doesnt 
have a password protection, a security researcher has said. 

• Jeremiah Fowler on May 25 discovered a non password 
protected Elastic database that was clearly associated with 
dating apps based on the names of the folders. 

Israel to hold fresh polls 

• It is the first time in the country's history that a Prime 
Minister-designate has failed to form a coalition. 

• In an unprecedented development, Israeli lawmakers have 
voted to dissolve Parliament after Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu failed to form a coalition government 
before a midnight deadline, triggering a fresh general 
election to be held on September 17. 

Rupee rises 12 paise to 69.71 against Dollar 

• The rupee opened strong at 69.76 at the Interbank Forex 
market then gained further ground to touch 69.71 per 
dollar amid positive opening in domestic equities, 
displaying gains of 12 p against the greenback. 

• The rupee appreciated by 12p to 69.71 against the 
U.S dollar in opening trade on may 30,driven by positive 
opening in domestic equities and weakening of the 
greenback in overseas markets. 

Mahathir urges US to talk with China 

• Mr. Mahathir warned that conflict between the U.S. and 
China would only lead to “greater destruction.” 

• Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad on 
Thursday called for talks to resolve the ongoing trade 
dispute between Washington and Beijing and urged the 
world to accept China’s technological prowess. 

Taiwan military trains for a Chinese invasion 

• Taiwanese tanks and soldiers have fired at simulated 
Chinese forces in an anti-invasion drill on the island’s 
coast. 

• The live-fire drill in southern Taiwan is part of an ongoing 
annual exercise designed to showcase the military’s 
capabilities and resolve to repel an attack from across the 
Taiwan Strait. 

Legislation to protect work permits for H-4 

• H-4 visas are issued to the spouses of H-1B visa holders, a 
significant number of high-skilled professionals from India. 

• H-4 visa holders had obtained work permits under a 
special order issued by the previous Obama 
administration. 

• The H-1B offers temporary US visas that allow companies 
to hire highly skilled foreign professionals working in areas 
with shortages of qualified American workers. 

US Rules Out Exemptions from Iranian Sanctions 

• The US has ruled out giving any exemption from its 
punitive sanctions to some countries for buying oil from 
Iran, saying America's maximum pressure campaign was 
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working and the Trump administration remains 
unwavering in its tough policy on Tehran. 

• US President Trump l refused to give waivers to countries 
like India from buying oil from Iran in an attempt to reduce 
Iran's oil exports to zero. 

Papua New Guinea PM resigns 

• Papua New Guinea’s embattled Prime minister stepped 
down capping a months-long political crisis and calling a 
multi-billion-dollar French and US-backed gas deal into 
question. 

• Apart Facing a string of cabinet resignations and a vote of 
no confidence he looked sure to lose, veteran leader Peter 
O’Neill told parliament he had handed his letter of 
resignation to the country’s governor general. 

US removes India from its currency watch list 

• India maintains ample reserves according to the IMF 
metrics for reserve adequacy, the US treasury department 
said in a report. 

• India for the first time was placed by the US in its currency 
monitoring list of countries with potentially questionable 
foreign exchange policies in May 2018 along with five 
other countries i.e  Switzerland, China, Japan, South Korea 
and Germany,     

Nasheed nominated as new Speaker 

• In Maldives, former President Mohamed Nasheed has 
been nominated as speaker of new parliament or Majlis. 

• Mr. Nasheed leads the Maldives Democratic Party (MDP). 

• Another MDP MP Eva Abdulla has been nominated for the 
post of deputy speaker. 

• As per the constitution of Maldives, the new MPs are 
supposed to elect a Speaker and a Deputy Speaker from its 
members by secret ballot. 

Malaysia's last male Rhino died 

• Malaysia’s last male Sumatran rhinoceros died on May 27, 
dashing efforts to save the critically endangered species in 
the country. 

• The rhino, named Tam, was about 30 years old and lived at 
a wildlife reserve in Sabah state on Borneo island since his 
capture in 2008. 

• Another female rhino, Puntung, died in captivity in 2017. 

New bullet train model hit record speed 

• A new model of bullet train set to enter service ahead of 
the Tokyo Olympics hit a record speed of 360 kilometers 
(224 miles) per hour in a test run. 

• The N700s is the first new model of bullet train on Japan’s 
busiest line for almost a decade. 

• The train is lighter and uses less energy than current 
designs, as well as boasts additional safety features in case 
of earthquakes. 

Whatsapp to put ads on status in 2020 

• WhatsApp Status will start displaying ads from 2020, the 
messaging platform's parent firm Facebook has confirmed. 

• Its already monetized WhatsApp Business app will get 
richer messaging formats, including viewing text alongside 
image or PDF in a single message. 

• European elections: EPP won 178 seats 

• European Parliament published the provisional results for 
this year's elections. 

• The European People's Party group won 178 seats and 
remained the largest political group in the legislature. 

• The second largest group is the Progressive Alliance of 
Socialists and Democrats (S&D) with 152 seats, in the 751-
member legislature. 

Trump meets Japan's emperor 

• US President Donald Trump made history, becoming the 
first world leader to meet with the new emperor of Japan. 

• Emperor Naruhito ascended to the throne on May 1, 2019, 
opening what is called the era of Reiwa or beautiful 
harmony. 

• Trump will go to the Japanese state guest house later for 
meetings and joint news conference with Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe. 

Facebook to launch cryptocurrency in 2020 

• Facebook, which owns WhatsApp and Instagram, is 
gearing up to launch its own cryptocurrency in 2020. 

• Called 'GlobalCoin', the cryptocurrency would work with a 
new digital payments system in about a dozen countries 
starting in the first quarter of 2020. 

• Facebook has been in contact with US and British financial 
regulators to launch it. 

SpaceX launched satellites for internet serv. 

• Elon Musk's SpaceX company launched a Falcon 9 rocket 
from Florida on a mission. 

• It carried the first batch of five dozen small satellites into 
low-Earth orbit for his new Starlink internet service. 

• The new Starlink venture is an important new revenue 
stream for SpaceX. 

New Zealand PM's giant mural unveiled 

• A giant mural depicting New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern embracing a Muslim woman in the wake of 
the Christchurch terror attack has been unveiled in 
Australia. 

• The mural is 25 meters tall or just over 80 feet and shows 
the two figures towering across a silo in the suburb of 
Melbourne's Brunswick. 

• It has been created by street artist Loretta Lizzio. 

WHO unveiled plan to tackle global snakebite 

• WHO unveiled a new strategy to dramatically cut deaths 
and injuries from snakebites. 
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• Each year, nearly three million people are bitten by 
poisonous snakes, with an estimated 81,000-138,000 
deaths. 

• Another 400,000 survivors suffer permanent disabilities 
and other after-effects, according to WHO figures. 

• WHO categorised snakebite envenoming as a Neglected 
Tropical Disease 2 years ago. 

Pakistan successfully test fired Shaheen-II 

• Pakistan successfully test-fired surface-to-surface ballistic 
missile Shaheen-II. 

• It is capable of hitting targets as far as 1,500 kilometers 
away, bringing major Indian cities under its range. 

• The launch was aimed at ensuring operational readiness of 
the Army Strategic Forces Command. 

China delivered fighter jet to Pakistan 

• China has delivered the first overhauled multi-role JF-17 
fighter jet to Islamabad. 

• This is a part of a project undertaken by the two countries 
over a decade ago for the development and manufacture 
of the aircraft. 

• China and Pakistan had begun joint development and 
manufacture of the single-engine light JF-17 jets over a 
decade ago. 

Traffic Jam-like situation at Mt. Everest 

• Mt Everest witnessed a traffic-jam like situation as over 
200 mountaineers attempted to reach the summit point. 

• Climbers from many countries reached above the Camp IV 
early morning and complained of waiting for more than 
two hours in queues. 

• The government issued a record number of 381 climbing 
permits to the mountaineers representing 44 teams this 
spring season. 

Bedbugs evolved 50 million years ago 

• It turns out bedbugs are older than bats – a mammal that 
people had previously believed to be their first host 50-60 
million years ago. 

• Bedbugs in fact evolved around 50 million years earlier, a 
recent study suggests. 

• Bedbugs rank high among the list of most unwanted 
human bedfellows but until now, little was known about 
when they first originated. 

Bangladesh stopped Visas for Pakistanis 

• The Bangladesh High Commission in Islamabad has 
stopped issuing visas to Pakistani nationals for one week. 

• This is a mark of protest as a Bangladeshi diplomat's visa-
extension application has not been cleared by the Pakistan 
government for the last four months. 

• In 2018, Dhaka denied a visa to the Pakistan High 
Commissioner. 

The kilogram to be redefined 

• The kilogram will be redefined by a fundamental property 
of nature known as Planck's constant. 

• For 130 years, this golf-ball-sized hunk of 90% platinum 
and 10% iridium has served as the international prototype 
kilogram. 

• The microscopic contaminants in the air caused Le Grand K 
to grow a bit heavier, thus the kilogram itself grew a bit 
heavier. 

Facebook registered new cryptocurrency firm 

• Facebook Global Holdings registered a new cryptocurrency 
firm named ‘Libra Networks LLC’ in Geneva, Switzerland. 

• It will provide financial and technology services by 
developing related hardware and software components. 

• Facebook has been very secretive about its new 
cryptocurrency project. 

• Facebook has hired 2 cryptocurrency compliance experts 
who formerly worked at Coinbase. 

US approved sales of missiles to Japan 

• The U.S. State Department has cleared $314 million in 
possible sales of air defense missiles to South Korea. 

• Also, the DSCA reported that separately, Japan was also 
cleared to buy $317 million worth of medium-range air-to-
air missiles from Washington. 

Sri Lanka marked10 years to the civil war 

• Sri Lanka marked 10 years since the end of a decades-long 
civil war that left more than 100,000 people dead. 

• The United Nations has urged Sri Lanka to investigate 
alleged war crimes committed by both sides. 

• The Sri Lankan Civil War was an armed conflict fought on 
the island of Sri Lanka. It began on 23rd July 1983 and 
ended on 18 May 2009. 

Starbucks opened 'silent cafe' in China 

• Starbucks has opened a silent cafe in the Chinese city of 
Guangzhou, where about half of the staff are hearing 
impaired. 

• This is a part of an initiative to support the employment of 
disabled people. 

• This might be the quietest Starbucks of over 3,800 shops 
on the Chinese mainland. 

• The shop has a specially-designed ordering system that 
allows people to place orders without saying a word. 

Google to shut down Jump VR in June 

• A dwindling user base has forced Google to shut down its 
Jump virtual reality (VR) platform. 

• It would go offline by the end of June 2019. 

• The company is telling users to download their data before 
it shuts down the video stitching platform completely. 

• Launched in 2015, Jump is Google's professional VR video 
solution.   

Rohingya refugees got identity cards 

www.currentaffairspoint.com



 
Current Affairs Monthly Capsule I  

May 2019 
Current Affairs Weekly Capsule I 23rdto 29th 

September  2018 September  2018 August 2018 

 

10 | P a g e  

 
 

• Over 2.7 lakh Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh have been 
registered by the United Nations, several getting identity 
cards as their first-ever proof of documentation. 

• The Rohingya Muslims living in Myanmar have not been 
able to acquire formal citizenship, leaving them stateless 
and deprived of basic rights. 

• The cards are aimed at improving the accuracy of data on 
refugees in Bangladesh. 

Claude Monet's 'Mueles' sells for $110.7 mn 

• Claude Monet's 1890 work 'Mueles' sold for a record-
breaking price of $110.7 million on 14 May 2019. 

• Mueles is regarded as the finest example from Monet's 
acclaimed 'Haystacks' series. 

• The artwork also became the first impressionist work to 
cross the $100 million thresholds at auction. 

• Monet's 'Haystacks' series was created in the early 1890s. 

Jeffrey confirmed as US' next Deputy AG 

• Jeffrey Rosen was confirmed as the United States' latest 
Deputy Attorney General by the US Senate. 

• He has previously served at the Department of 
Transportation as the deputy secretary. 

• He will replace Rod Rosenstein who oversaw Robert 
Mueller's investigations into Russian collusion in the 2016 
Presidential elections. 

• US President Donald Trump nominated Rosen for the job 
in February 2019. 

India signs Christchurch Call 

• India signed 'Christchurch Call To Action', an international 
call initiated by the governments of France and New 
Zealand along with top social media companies after the 
Christchurch attacks. 

• The document was signed by 26 countries. 

• Among the social media companies and IT enterprises 
were: Microsoft, Qwant, Daily Motion, Google, YouTube, 
Twitter, Facebook and Amazon. 

Taiwan legalises same-sex marriage 

• Taiwan's parliament has become the first in Asia to legalise 
same-sex marriage following a vote on 17 May 2019. 

• In 2017, the island's constitutional court ruled that same-
sex couples had the right to legally marry. 

• Parliament was given a two-year deadline and was 
required to pass the changes by 24 May 2019. 

• It will take effect after Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen 
passes it into law. 

Sri Lanka celebrates Vesak festival 

• In Sri Lanka, the Vesak festival is being observed with 
religious fervour amid tight security in the wake of Easter 
attacks. 

• The day is celebrated to mark the birth, enlightenment 
and death of Lord Buddha. 

• In view of security restrictions, the number of food camps 
during Vesak is limited to 92 compared to around 6,000 
last year. 

Green cards replaced with 'Build America' visa 

• Donald Trump has said he will replace the existing green 
cards with 'Build America' visa. 

• The US President unveiled a new merit and points-based 
immigration policy that seeks to increase the quota for 
highly-skilled workers. 

• Every year, the US issues nearly 1.1 million green cards, 
which gives foreign nationals life-time permission to live 
and work in US and a path to citizenship in 5 years. 

Int. aid for education to India down by 26% 

• International aid to India for education has fallen by more 
than 26%, compared with a global downturn of 2%, data 
from United Nations showed. 

• India received $464 million in 2017, as against $634 million 
in 2016. 

• This is according to data compiled by the UN Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in a global 
education aid monitoring report. 

Saudi Arabia approved permanent residency 

• The Saudi government has approved a scheme that gives 
permanent residency to certain expatriates. 

• It will allow them to own real estate in the kingdom and 
reside with their families without a Saudi sponsor. 

• The 'Privileged Iqama' system will offer a permanent 
residence scheme. 

• It can be renewed annually to highly skilled expatriates 
and owners of capital funds. 

Eiffel Tower Celebrates 130th Birthday 

• The Eiffel Tower celebrated its 130th birthday in Paris. 

• Built for the 1889 World's Fair, the tower is 324 metres in 
height and weighs 7,300 tonnes. 

• The tower was the tallest structure in the world for 41 
years until the construction of the Chrysler Building in New 
York in 1930. 

3 COP meetings held - I 

• The joint meetings of three conventions on chemicals and 
waste were held in Geneva. 

• An Indian delegation of Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, with other ministries participated in 
the meeting held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 29 April to 
10 May 2019. 

• The theme of the meetings this year was “Clean Planet, 
Healthy People: Sound Management of Chemicals and 
Waste”. 

Global oil prices jump over 1% 
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• Oil prices rose after Saudi Arabia said explosive-laden 
drones had attacked two pumping stations belonging to 
state oil company Aramco. 

• Brent crude futures were at $70.79 a barrel at 1035 GMT. 

• Aramco had halted pumping on the East-West pipeline 
until the damage was evaluated. 

US lawmakers brought bill 

• A bipartisan group of lawmakers has introduced identical 
resolutions that would require the US government to 
develop a list of scientific and engineering institutions 
affiliated with the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA). 

• The bill seeks to prohibit individuals employed or 
sponsored by these Chinese military institutions from 
receiving student or research visas to the United States. 

Fully recyclable plastic created 

• The scientists have created a next-generation plastic that 
can be fully recycled into new materials of any colour, 
shape, or form, without loss of performance or quality. 

• A team of researchers at the US Department of Energy's 
(DOE) Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
has designed it. 

• All plastics are made up of large molecules called 
polymers, which are composed of monomers. 

New fish species discovered 

• A team of researchers led by Professor Walter Salzburger 
from the University of Basel recently analysed fish living in 
deep-sea habitat and discovered that certain deep-sea fish 
have expanded their rhodopsin genes. 

• The deep-sea fish have adapted to detect a certain 
wavelength of light. 

4 ships subjected to sabotage operations 

• Four commercial ships were subjected to sabotage 
operations near UAE territorial waters in the Gulf of Oman, 
east of Fujairah. 

• There had been no injuries or fatalities on board the 
vessels and that there had been no spillage of harmful 
chemicals or fuel. 

• Such irresponsible acts increase tension and conflicts in 
the region and expose its peoples to great danger. 

Global Health Security Strategy unveiled 

• The US unveiled the 'Global Health Security Strategy'. 

• The strategy is a first of its kind strategy to prevent, detect 
and respond to threats from infectious diseases occurring 
naturally or accidentally. 

• Under the new Strategy, it will work to ensure that every 
partner country has a plan to achieve self-reliance in the 
critical area of health security. 

UN to hold 2020 Ocean Conference In Lisbon 

• United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) will hold its 
2020 high-level conference early June in Portugal’s Lisbon 
to support the sustainable use of the oceans, seas and 
marine resources. 

• The Conference will support the Implementation of 
Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and 
sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 
sustainable development in Lisbon. 

Cannes Festival to roll out new initiative 

• This year, the Cannes film festival is rolling out an initiative 
called Le Ballon Rouge – named after a children’s film by 
Albert Lamorisse. 

• The innovations are part of the festival’s modernisation 
process, in response to the Harvey Weinstein scandal and 
the #MeToo movement. 

Bezos unveiled lunar lander 

• Jeff Bezos unveiled a mockup of a lunar lander being built 
by his Blue Origin rocket company. 

• The lander will be able to deliver payloads to the lunar 
surface, deploy up to four smaller rovers and shoot out 
satellites to orbit the moon. 

• Bezos unveiled a model of roughly the size of a golf cart, 
and presented a new rocket engine called BE-7, which can 
blast 10,000 pounds (4,535 kg) of thrust. 

First vaccine for dengue fever approved 

• The Food and Drug Administration approved the first 
vaccine against dengue fever. 

• The agency ruled that Dengvaxia, manufactured by Sanofi 
Pasteur, can only be used in individuals aged 9 to 16 living 
in parts of the United States where the dengue virus is 
endemic. 

• The vaccine can only be given to children and teens who 
have had one previous laboratory-confirmed case of 
dengue. 

Trump raised tariffs on imports from China 

• US President Donald Trump has ordered his top officials to 
begin the process to raise tariffs on almost all the imports 
from China. 

• This amounts to about $ 300 billion. 

• This is in addition to the Chinese imports worth $200 
billion on which Trump increased the import duty from 
10% to 25%. 

Ireland declares climate emergency 

• Ireland has become only the second country in the world 
to declare a climate and biodiversity emergency. 

• It happened after the Oireachtas (Irish parliament) report 
on Climate Action was accepted by the government and 
opposition parties without a vote. 

• The United Kingdom became the first country to declare 
the emergency on 1 May 2019. 
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Singapore reports first case of monkeypox 

• Singapore has reported its first case of the rare 
monkeypox virus. 

• Monkeypox, a virus similar to the human smallpox which 
was eradicated in 1980. 

• Human monkeypox infections have only been documented 
three times outside of Africa, in the United States, the 
United Kingdom and Israel, according to the U.S.-based 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

World's fastest bullet train starts test run 

• Japan is testing the fastest-ever shinkansen bullet train, 
capable of speeds of as much as 400 kilometers (249 
miles) per hour. 

• Called the Alfa-X, the train is scheduled to go into service 
in 2030. 

• Rail company JR East plans to operate it at 360 kilometers 
per hour. That would make it 10 kph faster than China’s 
Fuxing Hao, which links Beijing and Shanghai and has the 
same top speed. 

US imposes sanctions on Iran 

• The Trump administration imposed sanctions on Iran's 
iron, steel, aluminum and copper industries. 

• This comes a year after Trump pulled the U.S. out of the 
Iran nuclear deal. 

• Trump said his announcement "puts other nations on 
notice that allowing Iranian steel and other metals into 
your ports will no longer be tolerated." 

London: Base for WhatsApp payments 

• Facebook has chosen London as the centre for the global 
roll-out of WhatsApp pay. 

• Facebook chose London because it attracts a multicultural 
workforce from many of the countries. 

• Out of WhatsApp user base of 1.5 billion people, more 
than 200 million people are in India -- the single largest 
market for the popular messaging platform. 

Singapore passes new law to police fake news 

• Singapore's parliament has passed a sweeping "anti-fake 
news" bill. 

• It includes ability to demand corrections, order the 
removal of content, or block websites deemed to be 
propagating falsehoods contrary to the public interest. 

• Penalties for not complying with orders include steep fines 
and jail time. 

2 reporters freed in Myanmar 

• Two Reuters journalists jailed in Myanmar after they were 
convicted of breaking the Official Secrets Act walked free 
from prison after more than 500 days behind bars. 

• Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo had been convicted in 
September and sentenced to seven years in jail. 

• They were released under a presidential amnesty for 6,520 
prisoners. 

Microsoft unveiled its Blockchain service 

• Microsoft has unveiled Azure Blockchain Service that 
would simplify the formation, management and 
governance. 

• Azure Blockchain Service will let businesses develop their 
applications on its Cloud-based platform. 

• Microsoft has also announced a partnership with J.P. 
Morgan to make "Quorum" (an enterprise-focused version 
of open-sourced platform Ethereum). 

Google to launch privacy tools 

• Alphabet Inc's Google is set to roll out a dashboard-like 
function in its Chrome browser to offer users more control 
in fending off tracking cookies. 

• Cookies are small text files that follow internet users and 
are used by advertisers to target consumers on the specific 
interests they have displayed while browsing. 

Apple, Google removed 3 dating apps 

• Apple and Google have removed 3 dating apps from their 
online stores after the US Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
alleged the apps allowed kids as young as 12 to access 
them. 

• In a recent letter, the FTC warned Ukraine-based Wildec 
LLC, which operates the apps Meet24, FastMeet, and 
Meet4U.  

• These apps appeared to be in violation of the Children's 
Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA). 

Mali President named new government 

• In Mali, the president has named a new government after 
its predecessor resigned in April 2019. 

• President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita announced the new 
executive of 37 members under Prime Minister Boubou 
Cisse. 

• He was appointed on April 22, 2019, to oversee the 
formation of a broad-based government. 

N Korea fires several short-range projectiles 

• North Korea has fired several short range projectiles into 
the Sea of Japan. 

• State media confirmed that North Korean leader gave the 
order of firing to increase the combat ability of the 
country. 

• It said the purpose of the drill was to test the operating 
ability and accuracy of multiple rocket launchers and 
tactical guided weapons by the defence units. 

• North Korean leader - Kim Jong-un. 

Russian plane crash 

• Around 41 people were killed when a Russian passenger 
plane made a fiery crash-landing at a Moscow airport. 
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• Two children are among the dead. 

• Russian Superjet 100 was flying from Moscow to 
Murmansk when a fire broke out on board. 

• Aeroflot Flight SU1492 returned to Moscow's 
Sheremetyevo Airport, making a hard landing. 

• Russian President - Vladimir Putin. 

Sri Lanka blocks social media platforms again 

• In Sri Lanka, several social media platforms were blocked 
again following a tense situation in Negombo which led to 
overnight police curfew. 

• The access to social media was restricted soon after the 
Easter bombings. 

• At least 257 people including 42 foreigners were killed 
when nine suicide bombers attacked eight locations 
including five-star hotels and churches all over the 
country. 

1st Japanese monarch to abdicate in 200 years 

• Japan's Emperor Akihito formally abdicated on 30 April 
2019 in Tokyo. 

• He is the country's first monarch to step down from the 
Chrysanthemum Throne in two centuries. 

• Akihito's reign and the Heisei era officially ended at 
midnight on 30 April 2019. 

• Hereafter the 85-year-old will be known as Emperor 
Emeritus Akihito. 

Putin signs Russian sovereign internet law 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin has signed into law new 
measures that would enable the creation of a national 
network, able to operate separately from the rest of the 
world. 

• The new law aims to protect Russia from foreign online 
restrictions by creating a 'sustainable, secure and fully 
functioning' local internet. 

• The legislation takes effect in November 2019. 

New initiative measuring violent deaths 

• SIPRI has set up a new initiative aiming to establish the 
annual number of violent deaths worldwide. 

• SIPRI’s Global Registry of Violent Deaths (GReVD) will 
count deaths caused by all forms of violence and display 
these in the database. 

• The database will allow researchers, policymakers and the 
general public to track trends in violence at global, 
regional, national, city and municipal levels. 

WB gives $545 mn for cyclone-hit SA 

• The World Bank will extend more than half-a-billion dollars 
in grants for cyclone-ravaged southern African countries. 

• A total of up to USD 545 million will be disbursed to 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi - the three countries 
hit by Cyclone Idai in March. 

• Cyclone Idai caused catastrophic damage earlier this year 
that affected millions of people. 

Japan's MOMO-3 rocket reaches outer space 

• A Japanese aerospace startup funded by a former internet 
maverick has successfully launched a small rocket into 
space. 

• Interstellar Technology Inc. says the unmanned MOMO-3 
rocket has exceeded 100 kilometers (60 miles) in altitude 
before falling into the Pacific Ocean. 

• The rocket, about 10 meters (32 feet) long and 50 
centimeters (1.5 feet) in diameter, weighs about 1 ton. 

UK passes Environment Emergency declaration 

• UK Parliament became the first national government to 
pass a national declaration of an Environment and Climate 
Emergency. 

• This move marks a serious emergency in dealing with 
climate change. 

• The declaration was preceded by a visit by teenage activist 
Greta Thunberg (to the Parliament), the feature of David 
Attenborough’s documentary movie titled ‘Climate 
Change: The Facts’. 

Afghanistan peace summit ends in Kabul 

• A huge peace meeting aimed at finding an exit from 
Afghanistan's war concluded in Kabul on May 3, 2019. 

• It saw about 3,200 religious and tribal leaders, politicians 
and representatives gather to negotiate a peace deal with 
the Taliban. 

• The meeting comes as the Taliban, who were not at these 
talks, are this week separately meeting in Doha with US 
peace envoy. 

Pakistan to freeze assets of Masood Azhar 

• Pakistan has issued an official order to freeze the assets 
of and impose a travel ban on Jaish-e-Mohammed chief 
Masood Azhar. 

• This move comes after the United Nations declared him a 
“global terrorist” after China lifted its hold on a proposal 
by the U.S., the U.K. and France to blacklist him. 

• Pakistan-based Azhar is also banned from selling or 
purchasing arms and ammunition. 

Press freedom globally under intense pressure 

• Vienna-based International Press Institute (IPI) released a 
report saying that governments across the world are 
increasingly clamping down on press freedom by enacting 
new laws. 

• It also reported that as many as 55 journalists have been 
killed since May 2018. 

• With 139 journalists in prison, Turkey remains the world's 
top jailer of journalists, the IPI said. 

Masood Azhar designated as a global terrorist 
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• US secretary of state Mike Pompeo has hailed the listing of 
Pakistan-based Jaish e Mohammed group chief Maulana 
Masood Azhar as a terrorist. 

• Designating him a global terrorist is a big diplomatic win 
for India. 

• The task was accomplished when China relented and 
dropped its technical hold on a French proposal to ban 
Azhar at the UN’s 1267 Sanctions Committee. 

Beirut set new Guinness World record 

• Lebanon's capital Beirut has set a new Guinness World 
Record for the number of national flags raised in a city for 
24 hours. 

• The Beirut Alive Association, on 28 April, raised a total of 
26,852 Lebanese flags breaking New York's Waterloo 
record of 25,599 flags. 

• The event was organised under the patronage of Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri. 

US to withdraw from U.N Arms Trade Treaty 

• US is withdrawing from the U.N. Arms Trade Treaty, in 
response to concerns from gun rights activists that it could 
impinge on Americans’ right to bear arms. 

• Former US President Barack Obama signed the treaty in 
2013 and sent the treaty to the Senate for ratification. 

• The Trump administration has withdrawn from a number 
of international agreements including the Iran nuclear 
deal. 

3000 kg waste collected from Mt. Everest 

• A total of 3,000 kg of solid waste has been collected 
from Mt. Everest, since April 14, 2019, as a part of a 
campaign launched by Nepal.  

• The campaign seeks to bring back and safely dispose of a 
total of 10,000 kg of waste. 

• The 45-day 'Everest Cleaning Campaign', led by 
Solukhumbu district's Khumbu Pasanglhamu Rural 
Municipality began on April 14, 2019. 

National Affairs 

Modi changes 40% of Ministry 

• In the Union cabinet, 2019 Modi changes the 40% of 
Ministry; debutants hog the show. 

• In Modi's new Cabinet, one-third of the total ministers are 
debutants, including BJP president Amit Shah and former 
foreign secretary S Jaishankar. 

• While G S Shekhawat and Giriraj Singh have been 
promoted, Anurag Thakur is a replacement for JP Nadda 
from Himachal Pradesh. 

Science books released by Secretary DST 

• Secretary, Department of Science and Technology, Prof. 
Ashutosh Sharma released four popular science books 
published by Vigyan Prasar. 

•  Books were released at a function held at Indian National 
Science Academy (INSA) in New Delhi. 

• The books released were ‘Voyage to Antarctica’, ‘Story of 
Consciousness’, ‘An Autobiography of Moon’ and 'Sambhu 
Nath De - The Discovery of Cholera Toxin’. 

'Hawa Aane De' launched to spread awareness. 

• Union Environment Ministry on 29th May launched the 
song 'Hawa Aane De' to spread awareness about Air 
pollution. 

• The song was launched by Secretary, Ministry of 
Environment C K Mishra ahead of the World Environment 
Day on 5th of June. 

• The theme of Environment Day for 2019 is Air Pollution. 

Narendra Modi to take oath as PM for 2nd term. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will take the oath of Office 
and Secrecy along with a new Council of Ministers for his 
second consecutive term. 

• The function will be attended by Governors, Chief 
Ministers, Opposition leaders, a galaxy of leaders from 
BIMSTEC countries and foreign envoys. 

• Over 6,000 guests are expected to attend the ceremony. 

Jagan Reddy sworn in as Andhra Pradesh CM 

• YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has taken oath as Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh on 30th May 2019. 

• Governor ESL Narasimhan administered him the oath of 
office and secrecy at Indira Gandhi Municipal Stadium in 
Vijayawada. 

• In his maiden address as chief minister of Andhra Pradesh, 
he announced that he would create one lakh  60,000 jobs 
by October in 2019. 

Tribunal for adjudicating ban on LTTE est 

• The government has constituted the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Tribunal to adjudicate whether or not there is 
sufficient cause for declaring the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) as an unlawful association. 

• The Tribunal is comprised of Delhi High Court Justice 
Sangita Dhingra Sehgal. 

• The government of India has extended ban on LTTE in 
India for a period of five years. 

Telangana to have 1st blockchain district 

• Telangana will have 1st blockchain district. 

• Land at subsidised rates, funding of research and 
regulatory and policy support are among the features of 
Telangana government's draft Blockchain Policy. 

• It is aimed at wooing firms and startups in the field to set 
up shop in the state. 

Rs. 1 cr. fine on 25 states, UTs 

• More than 25 states and Union Territories face 
environmental compensation of ₹1 crore each. 
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• They were fined for not submitting action plans on 
systematic disposal of plastic waste to the Central 
Pollution Control Board. 

• The National Green Tribunal had ordered them to submit 
action plans by April 30, failing which they would have to 
pay compensation at the rate of ₹1 crore/month. 

DPIIT to cut startup compliance time to 1 hr 

• The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT) has proposed to reduce compliance time for 
startups to one hour per month. 

• Currently, startups comply with requirements like GST 
filings, tax returns and local laws every month. 

• Reduction in compliance time can enable startups to focus 
on their core work. 

5th Smart Cities India 2019 expo inaugurated 

• The 5th Smart Cities India 2019 expo, including Transport 
India, Solar India, Buildings India and Water India expos, 
was inaugurated by Durga Shanker Mishra on 23 May 
2019. 

• It is organised by India Trade Promotion Organization 
(ITPO) and Exhibitions India Group. 

• The event displays a vast array of products and solutions 
relevant to building smart cities in India. 

Liquid hydrogen storage tank launched 

• ISRO Chairman K Sivan flagged off the shipment of India's 
largest liquid hydrogen storage tank at the VRV Asia 
Pacific's manufacturing plant at Sri City in Chittoor district 
of Andhra Pradesh. 

• VRV Asia Pacific manufactured the storage tank with a 
Liquid Nitrogen shield, in a collaborative effort with Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre. 

• Liquid hydrogen is used as fuel for satellite launch vehicles. 

Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh banned 

• Bangladesh-based terror outfit — the Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) — was banned by the 
government of India under the anti-terror law UAPA. 

• JMB was involved in the 2016 terror attack at a cafe in 
Bangladesh's capital city Dhaka. 

• The outfit has committed and promoted acts of terrorism 
and has been engaged in radicalisation and recruitment of 
youths for terrorist activities in India. 

NewSpace India officially inaugurated 

• NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), the commercial arm of 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), was officially 
inaugurated in Bengaluru on 23 May 2019. 

• NSIL's main objective is to scale up industry participation 
in Indian space programmes. 

• NSIL will act as an aggregator for all space-related activities 
in industry and develop private entrepreneurship in space-
related technologies. 

Craftsvilla up for sale after 8 years 

• Eight years after being launched in 2011 and raising about 
$58 million to date, Mumbai-based ethnic wear e-tailer 
Craftsvilla is looking to get acquired. 

• Craftsvilla reportedly approached Snapdeal for the same, 
which is highly unlikely to do so. 

• The company is now looking at Future Group or Reliance 
Industries as possible avenue of acquisition. 

17th Lok Sabha to witness 78 woman MPs 

• Seventy-eight seats have been won by women candidates 
in the 17th Lok Sabha elections, the highest since the first 
Lok Sabha in 1952. 

• Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal are sending the highest 
number of women to the house, 11 each. 

• A total of 724 women candidates contested, with Congress 
fielding the maximum 54 women, followed by BJP at 53. 

Ola shut food delivery business 

• Ola has shut down the delivery business of Foodpanda, 
terminated 1,500 delivery executives and 40 mid-level 
staff. 

• The company, however, has retained the cloud kitchen 
business operating under private labels- the Great Khichdi 
Experiment, FLTR brands and Lovemade. 

• Ola had acquired Foodpanda in 2017 for an approximated 
$30 million from German-based hero company. 

1.37 cr. formal sector jobs created in FY2019 

• Around 1.37 crore jobs were created in the formal sector 
during the financial year 2018-19, according to data 
released by the Central Statistics Office (CSO). 

• The CSO used addition to the Employees' Provident Fund 
(EPF) subscriber base to derive employment generation in 
the formal sector. 

• As per the latest data, in the month of March 2019, 
around 8.27 lakh EPF subscribers were added. 

Chandrani Murmu became youngest Lok Sabha MP 

• BJD’s Chandrani Murmu became the youngest ever Lok 
Sabha MP. 

• The 25-year-old BTech graduate won the reserved 
Keonjhar, Odisha's seat by defeating a two-time MP. 

• The Keonjhar Lok Sabha seat is reserved for Scheduled 
Tribes. 

Int seminar on noise organised 

• International Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT) 
organized an international seminar-cum-workshop on 
Automotive Noise, Vibration and Harshness (iNVH). 

• It was held on 23-24 May 2019 at ICAT, Manesar. 

• This event was the fifth in a series of biennial training 
programmes on Automotive NVH, organized by ICAT. 

Al Qaeda affiliate Zakir Musa killed 
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• In Jammu and Kashmir, Zakir Musa, the so-called chief of 
Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind was killed in an encounter with 
security forces in Pulwama district on 23 May. 

• Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hinda is a group affiliated with Al-
Qaeda. 

• Security forces had launched a cordon and search 
operation at Dadsara village in Tral and a gunfight broke 
out when the terrorists tried to escape. 

NPPA reduced prices of 9 cancer medicines 

• The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has 
reduced the prices of 9 non-scheduled cancer drugs by up 
to 87%. 

• This decision is in continuation of nodal agency's efforts to 
bring down drugs prices. 

• In February 2019, the government had capped about 42 
cancer drugs at 30%. 

BCCI elections to be held on 22 October 

• The Committee of Administrators (CoA) announced that 
the elections of the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) will be held on October 22, 2019. 

• The CoA was appointed by the Supreme Court in January 
2017 to oversee the sweeping reforms recommended by 
the Lodha panel. 

Noida to become Zero Discharge City 

• Noida is all set to outdo Nagpur by recycling 100 percent 
of the sewage water generated in the city. 

• Nagpur, till now, is leading the efforts with recycling more 
than 90 percent of the sewage water it generates. 

• Noida has a total of six STPs across Sectors 54, 50, and 123, 
168, with the capacity to treat a total of 231 MLD of 
sewage, which is beyond the 175 MLD the city currently 
generates. 

AI system in MCA 21 to be introduced 

• The government plans to introduce artificial intelligence 
system in the MCA 21 portal. 

• This would make the compliance process easier as well as 
ensure routine enforcement activities are done round-the-
clock on autopilot basis. 

• MCA 21 is the electronic backbone for the dissemination 
of information to all stakeholders. 

Centre issued drought advisory 

• The Centre has issued a drought advisory to Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Tamil 
Nadu, asking them to use water judiciously. 

• The drought advisory is issued to states when the water 
level in reservoirs is 20% less than the average of live 
water storage figures of the past 10 years. 

Ordinance on Maratha quota approved 

• Maharashtra Cabinet approved to circulate an ordinance 
to amend the Socially and Educationally Backward Classes 
(SEBC) Reservation Act, 2018. 

• It also approved to recompense the fees to the general 
category-students, who will be affected after the 
promulgation of the ordinance. 

Kerala to go paperless 

• The Kerala State Assembly is undertaking E-Vidhan, an 
initiative to digitize all records. 

• The first phase of the project is expected to be completed 
in 14 months. The project is expected to cost around Rs.40 
crore. 

• Once the project is completed, all the Assembly 
proceedings will go paperless. 

Union Ministry of Envt to undertake a project 

• Union Ministry of Environment announced a project to 
create DNA Database for Indian Rhinos. 

• This is done in order to curb poaching and collect evidence 
for wildlife crimes including Rhinos. 

• The deadline to meet this project is 2021. 

• The database will be kept in the Wildlife Institute of 
India(WII) headquartered in Dehradun, Uttarakhand. 

Advisory Council of the 15th FC held 

• The third meeting of the Advisory Council of the 15th 
Finance Commission was held in New Delhi on 17 May 
2019. 

• The Council Members were informed about&nbsp;the 
progress made in terms of State Visits by the Commission 
and consultations with the RBI, bankers and financial 
institutions. 

CBIC introduced weightage system 

• Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) 
introduced a weighting system for appointments under 
compassionate grounds. 

• It will be based on nine criteria like family income, 
dependents, remaining service period of the deceased, 
etc. 

• The main objective is to ensure objectivity, transparency, 
and uniformity in the selection process for appointments 
on the compassionate ground. 

35% graphite reserves found in AP 

• About 35% of India's total Graphite reserves are found in 
Arunachal Pradesh, as per the GSI report. 

• This is the highest found in the country. 

• With 35% of India's Graphite deposits being found in 
Arunachal Pradesh, the State could now be developed as 
the leading producer of graphite in the country. 

NSE penalised 250 companies 
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• The National Stock Exchange (NSE) penalised around 250 
companies for non-compliance with the SEBI Listing 
Obligation and Disclosure Requirement Regulations (LODR) 
2015. 

• Violations include non-appointment of woman director, 
compliance officer, share transfer agent and delay in 
intimation of board meeting. 

BSE launched a mobile app 

• BSE has launched 'BSE StAR MF' app to enable more 
participation and help mutual fund distributors process 
transactions faster. 

• BSE StAR MF mobile app supports real-time client 
registration and paperless transactions, creates and 
uploads mandate for SIPs, generates the basket of multiple 
orders, and more. 

• Its launch would further provide the comfort of doing 
business to its 24,000 members. 

Electoral Bonds worth Rs. 3600 crore sold 

• Electoral bonds worth over Rs 3,500 crore were sold to the 
donors of India’s political parties in just the last two 
months, an RTI response from the SBI noted. 

• Sales then shot up by 65% in April 2019, with bonds worth 
Rs 2,256.37 crore being purchased, making it a total Rs of 
3,622 crores. 

• Electoral bonds are a transparent way to raise money. 

Fine imposed on Nainital Bank 

• RBI has imposed a monetary penalty of ₹1 crore on 
Nainital Bank for its failure to fully automate the non-
performing asset (NPA) identification process. 

• The penalty was imposed under the provisions of the 
Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 

• This action is based on the deficiencies in regulatory 
compliance. 

ICICI Bank, Goibibo launched new travel card 

• ICICI Bank along with online travel booking portal Goibibo 
launched co-branded multi-currency card- Goibibo ICICI 
Bank Travel Card. 

• Customers can use one card for multiple currencies and 
enjoy discounts on flights and hotel bookings. 

• The card is accepted across 200 countries and 4.6 
merchants globally and can be dealt in 15 currencies. 

Govt to mandate QR code based payments 

• The Indian government is planning to mandate a quick 
response (QR) code based payment method option using 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) at all shops. 

• The prime idea is to make digital payment more popular 
and bring a behavioral change in the ecosystem. 

• The GST council approved the proposal. The move will also 
provide a GST benefit to both shops and consumers. 

Workshop on Artifical Bio Organs held 

• Andhra Pradesh MedTech Zone (AMTZ) recently organized 
a 1-day workshop on Organ Bio Printing at the Kalam 
Convention Center, AMTZ Campus in Visakhapatnam. 

• The workshop explored 3D printing, an innovative 
technology that covers all medical disciplines and offers 
new opportunities in diagnostics and therapy. 

Project SPARROW-CBIC implemented 

• Project ‘SPARROW-CBIC’ for Group ‘B’ and ‘C’ Officers of 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC) was 
implemented. 

• It is online writing of Annual Performance Appraisal Report 
(APAR) in SPARROW (Smart Performance Appraisal Report 
Recording Online Window) . 

• It is one of its kind in terms of Scale/number of employees 
covered as far as Central Government Departments are 
concerned. 

Ban on LTTE extended for 5 years 

• The central government has extended the ban on the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) for five years with 
immediate effect. 

• The ban has been extended under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967. 

• The notification stated that the LTTE's continued violent 
and disruptive activities are prejudicial to the integrity and 
sovereignty of India. 

Maruti Suzuki set up skill training centre 

• Maruti Suzuki India has opened a skill training centre at 
ITI-Becharaji, in Gujarat, that can provide training to over 
7,000 trainees annually. 

• The Centre of Excellence (CoE) at Becharaji was set up in 
collaboration with Gujarat government. 

• It will be used to train and improve the level of technical 
education of ITI students in the state and effectively 
contribute to Skill India initiative. 

Yamaha Motor achieved new milestone in India 

• Japanese two-wheeler manufacturer Yamaha Motor has 
achieved 10 million production milestone in the country. 

• The company has three manufacturing facilities at Surajpur 
(Chhattisgarh), Faridabad (Haryana) and Chennai (Tamil 
Nadu). 

• It also achieved a milestone of producing five million units 
between 2012 and 2019. 

NGT directed 18 states to submit action plan 

• The National Green Tribunal directed 18 states and 
2 Union Territories to submit an action plan within three 
months to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB). 

• This is being done to ensure utilization of treated waste to 
reduce pressure on the groundwater resources throughout 
the country. 

www.currentaffairspoint.com



 
Current Affairs Monthly Capsule I  

May 2019 
Current Affairs Weekly Capsule I 23rdto 29th 

September  2018 September  2018 August 2018 

 

18 | P a g e  

 
 

• The states which have not submitted action plans include 
Gujarat, Assam, Bihar, and Punjab. 

Doordarshan launched a souvenir store 

• Public service broadcaster Doordarshan has launched a 
souvenir store on online shopping website Amazon India. 

• A  range of merchandise with the tagline 'I am in your 
DNA, I am your Doordarshan' will now be available on the 
store. 

• The idea is to establish an even stronger relationship with 
viewers who have grown up on shows like Malgudi Days, 
Ramayana and Mahabharat in the 1980s and 90s. 

Infosys' FCRA licence cancelled 

• The Home Ministry has cancelled the FCRA licence of 
Infosys Foundation after a request was made by the not-
for-profit initiative of it. 

• The Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) enables an 
association or an NGO to receive foreign funds, and they 
have to mandatorily register under it to receive such 
funds. 

ABHYAS successfully tested 

• DRDO conducted a successful flight test of ABHYAS - High-
speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) from Interim Test 
Range, Chandipur in Odisha on 13 May 2019. 

• The flight test was tracked by various RADARS & Electro 
Optic Systems and proved its performance in a fully 
autonomous waypoint navigation mode. 

• The configuration of ABHYAS is designed on an in-line 
small gas turbine engine. 

Odisha CM demanded special category 

• Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik demanded special category 
status from Centre for his disaster-prone state, saying it 
faces natural calamities almost every year. 

• He said special category status is the need of the hour due 
to the massive loss to infrastructure which may stall 
growth of the state. 

• In the last five years, Odisha has witnessed Phailin, 
Hudhud, Titli and now Fani. 

Thrissur ‘Pooram’ festivities began 

• An unprecedented crowd gathered to witness 
Thechikkottukavu Ramachandran of 36-hour-long Pooram 
celebrations at Thekkinkadu maidan on 12 May 2019.  

• The elephant Thechikkottukavu Ramachandran, fondly 
called as ‘Raman’, opened the Thekke Gopura Nada of 
Sree Vadakkunnathan Temple. 

• The Vilambaram ritual declares the pooram celebrations 
open. 

Chennai to get its first unmanned substation 

• The Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution Corporation 
(Tangedco) has identified a substation to be upgraded into 
an unmanned substation- the first of its kind in the city. 

• The 33 (KV)/11 KV substation is located right at the heart 
of the central business district of Anna Salai, near the 
Express Mall on Woods Road. 

• It has been chosen for the upgrade. 

Assam produced an orchid link to the Orient 

• An Assam forest officer’s chance discovery has given India 
one of its smallest orchids in terms of size and duration of 
bloom to be recorded botanically. 

• Lecanorchis taiwaniana is a mycoheterotroph, one of two 
types of parasitic plants that have abandoned 
photosynthesis. 

• The Japanese Journal of Botany has published it as a new 
record for the flora in India in its latest issue. 

Kerala linked Aadhaar to attendance 

• Kerala’s Left Democratic Front (LDF) government has made 
Aadhaar-based attendance mandatory for all government 
offices in the state. 

• All government offices are to install Aadhaar-based 
biometric attendance systems within six months, 
according to the 6 May order. 

• 560,000 officials, from those in the secretariat to 
government school staff, will need an Aadhaar number to 
draw their salaries. 

WTO meeting began in Delhi 

• The World Trade Organisation ministerial meeting of 
developing countries began in New Delhi on 13 May 2019. 

• The meeting will provide an opportunity for the Ministers 
to discuss various issues and way forward. 

• 16 developing countries and 6 Least Developed Countries, 
LDCs are participating in the meeting including China, 
South Africa, Brazil, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Kazakhstan and 
Bangladesh. 

WHO for eliminating industrial trans fats 

• The World Health Organisation (WHO) has partnered with 
the International Food and Beverage Alliance (IFBA). 

• Trans fat could be eliminated from the industrially 
produced global food supply by 2023 if the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has its way. 

• Trans fat is also called the worst form of fat in food, 
responsible for over 5,00,000 deaths globally from 
coronary heart disease each year. 

2019 to be observed as ‘Year of next of kin’ 

• The Indian Army is commemorating 2019 as the ‘Year of 
Next of Kin’. 

• It plans to reach out to the next of kin of battle casualties, 
ex-servicemen and serving soldiers to inform them of 

www.currentaffairspoint.com



 
Current Affairs Monthly Capsule I  

May 2019 
Current Affairs Weekly Capsule I 23rdto 29th 

September  2018 September  2018 August 2018 

 

19 | P a g e  

 
 

entitled financial benefits, welfare schemes and help 
resolve pension-related problems. 

• The issue gains importance in light of most next of kin of 
deceased soldiers being unaware of the financial benefits. 

Non venomous snake species discovered 

• Taxonomists have discovered a non-venomous species of 
snake in Mizoram. 

• The findings about the snake were published in the 
taxonomic journal, Zootaxa, by a team of scientists from 
India and abroad. 

• The Mizo rain snake (Smithophis atemporalis) has been 
named after eminent British herpetologist, Malcom A 
Smith, for his contribution to Indian herpetology. 

India to add 3 million tech jobs 

• The Indian tech industry will add another 3 million new 
jobs by 2023, as per the Indian Staffing Federation (ISF). 

• With the additions, the size of the country’s tech army will 
be 7 million by 2023. 

• All these new jobs would come up in digital technology 
areas such as artificial intelligence (AI), machine learning, 
Internet of things (IoT), data science, analytics, big data, 
and blockchain. 

NDDB developed 1st genome assembly of buffalo 

• National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) has developed 
the world's first complete parent-wise genome assembly 
of buffalo. 

• Named as 'NDDB ABRO Murrah', the genome assembly of 
riverine buffaloes would provide more insights about 
buffalo genome. 

• The estimated population of buffaloes in the world is 
224.4 million, of which 219 million (97.58%) are in Asia. 

Fiscal deficit touched 4.52% at end-February 

• Finance Ministry told that the country's fiscal deficit at 
₹8.51 trillion at the end of February 2019 had touched 
4.52% of the GDP. 

• The government's has pegged its fiscal deficit target for 
2018-19 at 3.4% for which was revised upwards from the 
earlier 3.3%. 

Genetic study conducted on Lakshadweep 

• For the very first-time scientists carried out a genetic study 
on people of Lakshadweep Islands. 

• It was conducted by a team of researchers at CSIR's 
(Council of Scientific & Industrial Research) Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB). 

• It found the close genetic link of Lakshadweep islanders 
with people from the Maldives, Sri Lanka, and India. 

India's first mega science exhibition 

• India’s first ‘mega-science’ exhibition ‘Vigyan Samagam’ 
was inaugurated in Mumbai. 

• It is organised by the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), 
the Department of Science and Technology (DST), and the 
National Council of Science Museums (NCSM). 

• After Mumbai, the exhibition will move to Bengaluru from 
7 July, and on to Kolkata and then New Delhi. 

New system to monitor rowdy-sheeters 

• Hyderabad Police has launched a new monitoring system 
on the activities of rowdy-sheeters, assuring its citizens of 
a safe and secure environment. 

• The new monitoring system is known as 'rowdy-sheeters 
module,' which is incorporated in 'TSCOP' mobile 
application. 

• Through this system all the rowdy-sheeters data is 
available police station-wise. 

India CEO forum organised on climate change 

• India CEO Forum on Climate Change was organized by 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC)on 8 May 2019. 

• The Forum consisted of high-level discussions across 
several sessions covering topics from India’s Nationally 
Determined Contributions. 

• The sessions voiced deliberations from the government on 
India’s international commitments to fighting climate 
change. 

FAW outbreak affects over 5,000 farmer 

• An outbreak of 'Fall Armyworm' has affected at least 5,636 
farming families in over 200 villages in Mizoram. 

• The outbreak caused by the crop pest has affected maize 
cultivation in 2,055 hectares in 227 villages of all the eight 
districts. 

• Agriculture experts said that FAW is a lepidopteran pest 
feeding on multiple plants (polyphagous). 

Thrust to make State thalassaemia-free by 2020 

• The Thalassaemia Welfare Association (TWA) launched a 
campaign to spread awareness among doctors on 
screening pregnant women to find out if they were 
thalassaemia (a genetic blood disorder) carriers. 

• Revathi Raj is the honorary president of TWA. 

• This was done on the World Thalassaemia Day i.e. 8th May 
2019. 

Odisha sought Rs.7000 crore under PMAY Scheme 

• The Odisha State government demanded special allotment 
of Rs.7,000 crore under the Prime Minister Awas Yojna 
with 90:10 funding ratio. 

• Provision of five lakh disaster-resilient affordable houses 
which would require Rs.7,000 crore was sought by the 
State. 

• Centre will provide further assistance to cyclone-hit Odisha 
after the assessment by an inter-ministerial Central team. 

Odisha’s wildlife sanctuaries ravaged by Fani 
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• Cyclone Fani, packing wind gusts of up to 240 kmph, 
rendered not only millions of people homeless but also 
dealt a body blow to wildlife and forest resources in the 
region. 

• On May 3, the storm swept across several wildlife 
sanctuaries as it crossed the Odisha coastline. 

• The sanctuary has been reduced to a wasteland with 
hardly any tree left untouched by Fani,  

Desert Storm 2019 began 

• Desert Storm 2019, touted to be the longest Cross-Country 
Rally in India kicked off on 8 may 2019. 

• The four-day-long Rally will see over 100 teams competing 
in high temperatures, treacherous dune crossings and fast 
technical gravel straights. 

• It comprises 600 km of extremely harsh Special Stages in 
addition to over 900 km of Transport Stages. 

NEET-PG cut-offs reduced by 6 percentile 

• The government has decided to reduce the qualifying 
marks for NEET-PG for 2019-20 by six percentile. 

• General category candidates with minimum marks of 44 
percentile, persons with disabilities category with a 
minimum of 39 percentile and SC/ST and OBC category 
candidates with 34 percentile will become eligible for 
admission to postgraduate medical courses. 

Mahashakti temple to be relocated 

• The Madras HC directed the State government to relocate 
the Mahashakti Mariamman Temple following its removal 
last year from the ‘Girivalam’ path in Tiruvannamalai. 

• Justice K. Ravichandrabaabu directed the Tiruvannamalai 
Collector to assign the temple at about 270 metres from 
the original location. 

Notto nod must for organ allocation 

• In the last one year, the number of Indian patients 
receiving organs from brain-dead donors has gone up by 
56% in Tamil Nadu. 

• The number of lungs transplanted on Indians went up 
from 43 in 2017 to 84 in 2018. 

• The National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organisation 
(Notto) has mandated that an organ could be allocated to 
a foreign national only after it gives its approval.  

PM announced Rs 1000 cr assistance for Odisha 

• PM Narendra Modi announced to provide manpower, 
machine, material and money for restoration work in 
cyclone FANI affected areas in Odisha. 

• Rs 1000 crore financial assistance will be given to Odisha. 

• Before the cyclone, 381 crore rupees assistance in advance 
was declared by the Prime Minister. 

• Eastern Command of the Indian Navy is also providing 
relief materials in Puri and Khurda districts. 

Mumbai's last captive white tiger died 

• Bajirao, the last captive white tiger, died recently at Sanjay 
Gandhi National Park, in Borivali, Mumbai. 

• He was 18 years and died due to old age related issues. 

• Bajirao was born at the Sanjay Gandhi National Park in 
2001. 

• There are six remaining Royal Bengal tigers at the park, 
four female and two male, all above 10 years of age. 

T.N. gives ₹10 crore to cyclone-hit Odisha 

• Extending a helping hand to cyclone-hit Odisha, the Tamil 
Nadu government has announced financial assistance of 
₹10 crore as an immediate relief contribution. 

• Edappadi K. Palaniswami is the Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu. 

• Severe cyclonic storm Fani has caused unprecedented and 
extensive damage in certain districts of Odisha, especially 
in Puri. 

PM Narendra Modi visits Odisha 

• Narendra Modi reached Odisha’s capital Bhubaneswar on 
6th May to visit districts hit by Cyclone Fani. 

• The Prime Minister was received by Governor Ganeshi Lal, 
CM Naveen Patnaik and Union minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan at the Biju Patnaik International Airport in 
Bhubaneswar. 

• Modi undertook an aerial survey of Puri, Khurda, Cuttack, 
Jagatsinghpur, Jajpur, Kendrapara, Bhadrak & Balasore 
district. 

‘Avengers: Endgame’ crossed ₹300 crore mark 

• Marvel’s blockbuster superhero flick Avengers: Endgame 
has closed its second weekend in India by crossing the 
₹300 crore mark to earn ₹311 crore. 

• This is the first Hollywood film to cross the ₹300 crore 
mark in the country, besides having emerged as the 
highest Hollywood grosser already. 

• It has beaten the ₹227 crore earnings of previous 
installment Avengers: Infinity War by a long margin. 

Geological display boards set up at 2 places 

• The Geological Survey of India (GSI) North Eastern Region 
(NER) installed two geological display boards at two 
important sites -- Mawmluh cave and Therriaghat, Sobhar 
in East Khasi district in Meghalaya. 

• GSI is the organisation that studies various aspects of the 
Earth forming processes and evolution of life. 

• GSI is also the primary custodian of the rocks and fossils of 
the country. 

BSNL launches 'Bharat Fibre' broadband service 

• BSNL has become the first operator to start optical fiber-
based high-speed broadband service in Pulwama with the 
launch of 'Bharat Fibre'. 

• This is the first such FTTH (fiber-to-the-home) service 
deployment in the (Kashmir) Valley. 
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• The Bharat Fibre services are generally not affected even 
during adverse weather conditions. 

Buddhist sculptures unearthed in Telangana 

• Archaeologists excavated a rare life-size stucco Buddhist 
sculpture in Phanigiri, Suryapet district in Telangana. 

• The figurine represents one of the Bodhisattvas belonging 
to the Jathaka Chakra. 

• The sculpture is also one of the largest Buddhist stucco 
sculptures unearthed in India till date. 

LIC HFL launches Udyam centre 

• LIC Housing Finance (LIC HFL) has launched ‘Udyam’, a 
skilling center in Bengaluru. 

• It was launched in association with Lok Bharti Education 
Society, the implementing partner. 

• The Centres of Excellence will provide training to 
marginalised youth in the BFSI, retail, and IT/ ITES sectors. 

• Centers of Excellence (CoE) have been launched in Delhi 
and Bengaluru. 

All EVs to use green number plates 

• The Central government has made mandatory for all 
Electric Vehicles (EVs) to use the green number plates. 

• All EVs should use green number plates wherein the 
private electric vehicles will get white lettering on a green 
background and commercial EVs will get yellow lettering. 

• The aim is to help distinguish green vehicles to provide 
easy identification for preferential treatment. 

TB is India's Deadliest Infectious Disease 

• Tuberculosis is one of India's deadliest infectious diseases. 

• It claimed close to three lakh lives between 2012 and 
2016,  

• Sikkim and Himachal Pradesh registered a high number of 
deaths per one lakh of the population.  

• Sikkim recorded the highest deaths per lakh of the 
population (66 per 1 lakh population) due to TB. 

BHEL commissions 2 lift irrigation projects 

• Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL)  has successfully 
commissioned 2 motor pump set units for the 
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme in Telangana. 

• Under the scheme, 89 cumecs of water will be used for 
irrigation and water supply in nearby drought prone areas. 

• BHEL is presently executing hydro-electric projects of more 
than 2,900 MW across the country, and 3,904 MW in 
Bhutan & Nepal. 

FANI Cyclonic Storm moves north-northeastwards 

• Cyclone FANI is expected to cross Odisha Coast between 
Gopalpur and Chandbali around Puri during forenoon of 
3rd May. 

• The cyclone constitutes maximum sustained wind speed of 
170-180 kmph gusting to 200 kmph and continued landfall. 

• Extremely heavy rainfall (>20 cm) has been forecasted 
in Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Assam & Meghalaya. 

Govt. and IIT-D to set up Centre of Excellence 

• GoI and IIT-Delhi will set up a Centre of Excellence for 
Waste to Wealth Technologies to commemorate the 150th 
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

• This will be done to implement sustainable, scientific and 
technological solutions for waste management. 

• This will provide an effective platform to bring together 
integrated approaches for effective recycle, reuse & 
resource recovery of waste. 

Water Storage Level in Reservoirs Down by 1% 

• The water storage available in 91 major reservoirs of the 
country for the week ending on May 02, 2019 was 40.592 
BCM. 

• This is 25% of total storage capacity of these reservoirs. 

• Storage during current year is less than storage of last year 
and is also less than average storage of last ten years 

• 37 Reservoirs out of these 91 have hydropower benefit 
with installed capacity of more than 60 MW.  

750th birth anniversary of Sri Vedanta Desikan 

• Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu unveiled a postage 
stamp to commemorate the 750th birth anniversary of Sri 
Vedanta Desikan in New Delhi on May 2, 2019. 

• He was a poet, devotee, philosopher and master-teacher 
(desikan) in the post-Ramanuja period. 

• The stamp was released by the Indian postal department 
to commemorate the great philosopher's life and highly 
valued works. 

Hyderabad's Charminar damaged 

• From the 428-year-old Charminar, a huge chunk of lime-
plaster from its south-west minaret broke and fell to the 
ground. 

• Pictures from the site showed that the lime-plaster 
comprising eight flower-petals, sized about 2.5 meters/0.8 
meters, came-off the minaret. 

Naxal attack in Gadchiroli killed 15 

• A reinforcement party of the Quick Response Team (QRT) 
of the Kurkheda police travelling to Purada was attacked in 
a landmine blast.  

• Gadchiroli is a district in Maharashtra. 

• Devendra Fadnavis is the CM of Maharashtra, while C. 
Vidhyasagar Rao is the governor. 

India's growth forecast lowered to 7.3% 

• India Ratings & Research (A Fitch Group Company) has 
lowered the country’s growth forecast for the current 
fiscal to 7.3%, from the earlier projection of 7.5 %. 

www.currentaffairspoint.com



 
Current Affairs Monthly Capsule I  

May 2019 
Current Affairs Weekly Capsule I 23rdto 29th 

September  2018 September  2018 August 2018 

 

22 | P a g e  

 
 

• The agency has listed three key reasons for lowering its 
projection. 

Government to take over NHB from RBI 

• The government will be taking over the National Housing 
Bank (NHB) after buying entire stake for Rs 1,450 crore 
from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

• The RBI has exited the NHB, thus making it a fully 
government-owned entity. 

• RBI was holding 100% stake in the NHB, the housing 
finance regulator. 

CBSE announced new internal exams 

• CBSE will conduct 2-level exams for Class 10 mathematics 
and English exams in which 20 marks internal exam will be 
conducted by respective schools and 80 marks will be 
given to theory. 

• The circular has been sent to schools with proper 
guidelines and will be implemented from board 2020. 

• A total of 20 marks will be assigned for school-based 
assessment in each of the exams. 

Personalities in News 

Papua New Guinea's PM resigned 

• Papua New Guinea Prime Minister Peter O'Neill resigned 
following a string of high-profile political defections that 
threatened his leadership. 

• Neill - who had been in power since 2011 - handed over 
the reins to Julius Chan, who has twice been prime 
minister. 

Sagar Kasana scaled Mt. Everest 

• A Ghaziabad-based mountaineer, Sagar Kasana, has scaled 
Mount Everest, the world's highest peak. 

• He unfurled the Indian flag at the summit at 10.15 a.m. on 
May 22, 2019. 

• Sagar, along with Krick Wood from Australia, Alexander 
from Russia and Evan Tommo from Bulgaria, reached the 
third base camp on May 4. 

• On the way to the peak, Tommo died due to altitude 
sickness. 

Priyanka Mohite scaled Mount Makalu 

• Priyanka Mohite, a mountaineer from Satara, Maharashtra 
became the first Indian woman to successfully scale 
Mount Makalu. 

• Mount Makalu is the fifth-highest mountain in the world at 
8,481 metres. 

• In 2013, Mohite had become the youngest girl from her 
state to have conquered the 8,848m Mount Everest — the 
highest peak in the world — becoming only the third-
youngest Indian to do so. 

Jitender Kumar posthumously with UN medal 

• Police Officer Jitender Kumar posthumously was honoured 
with the Dag Hammarskjold Medal by the United Nations 
on 24 May 2019. 

• He made the supreme sacrifice while serving in the UN 
Organisation Stabilisation Mission in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO). 

• India is the fourth largest contributor of uniformed 
personnel to the UN peacekeeping. 

Naveen to take oath for 5th term as Odisha CM 

• Naveen Patnaik is all set to take oath as chief minister of 
the State for a record fifth term in a row. 

• The Biju Janata Dal headed by him has won a decisive 
victory in the assembly polls bagging 112 of the 146 
assembly seats. 

• The 15th State Assembly which was formed on June 12, 
2014, will complete its term on 11th June 2019. 

HK Patil resigned from Congress Campaign 

• In Karnataka, senior Congress leader HK Patil has resigned 
as President of state Congress Campaign Committee. 

• He took the responsibility for the party's disastrous defeat 
in Lok Sabha polls. 

• He said the results have shocked all Congressmen and the 
outcome in Karnataka is contrary to their expectations. 

Theresa May to resign as PM 

• British PM has announced that she would resign as the 
UK's Conservative leader on June 7, 2019. 

• The decisions came after she failed to win over her 
ministers with a revised strategy to withdraw Britain from 
the European Union. 

Remya: Kerala's only Dalit woman MP 

• Remya Haridas has created history by becoming the only 
woman to have elected to parliament from Kerala. 

• She is also the second ever Dalit woman MP to have 
elected from Kerala. 

• She was one of the toppers of Gandhi's 'Talent Hunt' in 
search for upcoming leaders held in 2010. 

• She has won against nearly insurmountable odds from 
Alathur, Kerala. 

1st Kashmiri woman to summit Everest 

• Nahida Manzoor created history by becoming the first 
Kashmiri woman to successfully summit the World’s 
highest peak, Mount Everest.  

• Nahida Manzoor went with her Sherpa Guide Nima 
Kancha. 

• On March 4, 2019, she had started crowdfunding to 
support her dream journey as she required Rs 30 lakh for 
the adventure. 

Kenya's Olympic coach banned for 10 years 
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• The coach of Kenya’s Olympic track team in 2016, Michael 
Rotich, has been banned for 10 years for corruption. 

• He asked for $12,000 to give athletes advance notice to 
help them beat doping tests. 

• Rotich was banned by the IAAF ethics board following a 
three-year investigation. 

• Rotich promised to help British runners dope with EPO.  

Indra Nooyi received doctorate from Yale 

• Former PepsiCo Chairman and CEO Indra Nooyi was 
presented with the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters 
by Yale University. 

• She was presented the doctorate for her achievements in 
business. 

• Nooyi received a degree in Master of Public and Private 
Management from the university's Yale School of 
Management in 1980. 

Keval scaled highest mountains in 6 days 

• A 28-year-old Indian climber has scaled two mountains 
above 8,000 metres, including the Mt. Everest, in just six 
days. 

• Keval Hiren Kakka touched the peak of Mount Lhotse, 
world's fourth highest mountain on 21 May 2019. 

• He had scaled Mt. Everest on 16 May 2019. 

Joko Widodo elected President of Indonesia 

• Indonesia’s Joko Widodo has been re-elected as President 
of the country. 

• He beat his rival Prabowo Subianto, a retired general. 

• Widodo and his vice-presidential running mate Ma’ruf 
Amin won the election by a 55.5% to 44.5% margin over 
Prabowo Subianto and Sandiaga Uno. 

• The next top parties by the number of votes are Golkar, 
and the National Awakening Party (PKB). 

Kapil Sharma: Most viewed stand-up comedian 

• Kapil Sharma named as most viewed stand-up comedian in 
India and abroad by World Book of Records London. 

• He had started his career as a stand-up comedian from 
different comedy shows and got fame from Comedy Nights 
with Kapil. 

Saray: 1st black woman to climb Mt. Everest 

• Saray Khumalo became the first black African women to 
conquer Mt. Everest in her fourth attempt. 

• She has also conquered Mount Kilimanjaro in Africa, 
Aconcagua in Argentina and Mount Elbrus in Russia. 

• She is on a hunt to conquer the highest peaks on each 
continent. 

J&K youth selected for AYIMUN Conference 

• Bandipora youth Mudasir Nazir Wani has been selected for 
the Asia Youth International Model United Nations 
(AYIMUN) conference. 

• He was selected from more than 33,000 applicants across 
the globe. 

• Mudasir is one of the 2,500 delegates who would be 
participating in the conference. 

Virat Kohli: 1st cricketer with 100 mn foll. 

• Virat Kohli is the first cricketer in the world ever to break 
into the 100 million category for followers on social media. 

• Virat Kohli has Facebook (37.1 million), Twitter (29.4 
million) and Instagram (33.5 million) to his name. 

• Cristiano Ronaldo is the most popular sportsperson on 
social media with 77 million followers on Twitter, 122 
million on Facebook and 166 million on Instagram. 

TIME's top 10 'Next Generation Leaders' 

• Indian YouTuber Ajey Nagar has been named by Time 
magazine in its list of top 10 'Next Generation Leaders' 
2019. 

• The 'Next Generation Leader' is a list of 10 young people 
from around the world who are establishing new paths in 
politics, music and other areas. 

• He has a YouTube channel, named as CarryMinati. 

Brazilian Bishop resigned 

• Pope Francis has accepted the resignation of a Brazilian 
bishop who is under investigation by local authorities. 

• The Vatican announced the resignation of Bishop Vilson 
Dias de Oliveira and named Archbishop Orlando Brandes 
of Aparecida as a temporary replacement. 

• de Oliveira is being investigated for extortion, illicit 
enrichment and the coverup of alleged cases of sexual 
harassment. 

Kami Rita scaled Mount Everest for 23rd time 

• A Nepalese Sherpa climber Kami Rita has scaled Mount 
Everest for 23rd time. 

• He broke his own record for the most successful ascents of 
the world's highest peak. 

• Rita is a native of Thame village located in the shadow of 
Mount Everest.  

Anil Kapoor to be honoured 

• Council of European Chambers of Commerce (CEUCC) in 
India and European Union (EU) delegation will felicitate 
Indian actor Anil Kapoor. 

• He will be honoured for promoting Children’s Rights and 
his effort to protect the rights of girls in collaboration with 
Plan India and the European Union. 

• He will be accompanied by the EU Ambassador to India 
Tomasz Kozlowski. 

Aarohi: 1st woman to fly solo across Atlantic 

• Aarohi Pandit has become the world’s first female pilot to 
fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean in a Light Sport Aircraft 
(LSA). 
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• She completed the feat when she landed at Iqaluit Airport 
in Canada on 13 May, having flown there from Wick in the 
UK. 

• It also made Pandit the first female pilot in the world to 
successfully complete a solo flight across the Greenland ice 
cap in an LSA. 

Jet Airways CEO resigned 

• CEO of Jet Airways Vinay Dube has resigned with 
immediate effect due to personal reasons. 

• Dube's resignation comes just a day after chief financial 
officer (CFO) and deputy chief executive officer (deputy 
CEO) Amit Agarwal quit from his positions with effect from 
14 May 2019. 

Jet Airways CFO resigned 

• Jet Airways (India) Ltd's CFO and deputy CEO Amit Agarwal 
has resigned from his positions at the airline. 

• Amit Agarwal, who joined the airline in December 2015, is 
a chartered accountant with over two-and-a-half decades 
of experience. 

• Considered close to founder Naresh Goyal, Agarwal was 
responsible for all financial and fiscal management aspects 
of the company’s business. 

Pt. Swapan Chowdhury conferred with D. Litt 

• Noted writer Sanjib Chattopadhyay, Classical dancer Sonal 
Mansingh and Tabla Maestro Pt. Swapan Chowdhury were 
conferred with D.Litt degrees by the Rabindra Bharati 
University (RBU) in Kolkata on 8 May 2019. 

• The Chancellor of the University and West Bengal 
Governor Mr. Keshari Nath Tripathi presented the 
degrees. 

• Noted educationists Professor V. N. Jha delivered the 
convocation address. 

2 reporters freed in Myanmar 

• Two Reuters journalists jailed in Myanmar after they were 
convicted of breaking the Official Secrets Act walked free 
from prison after more than 500 days behind bars. 

• Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo had been convicted in 
September and sentenced to seven years in jail. 

• They were released under a presidential amnesty for 6,520 
prisoners. 

Nepali teenager created new record 

• Bandana Nepal danced continuously for 126 hours to set a 
Guinness World Records on Longest Dancing Marathon by 
an Individual, a feat previously hold by an Indian. 

• Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli honoured the 18-year-old 
girl, Bandana Nepal, for achieving the feat. 

• Bandana Nepal beat the record set by Kalamandalam 
Hemlatha, who danced continuously for 123 hours and 15 
minutes in 2011. 

Myntra appoints Virat Kohli, Anushka Sharma 

• Flipkart-owned fashion e-commerce platform Myntra 
announced that it had appointed celebrity couple Virat 
Kohli and Anushka Sharma as its first brand ambassadors. 

• This is couple’s second big brand endorsement deal after 
men’s ethnic wear brand Manyavar, which they have been 
associated with since 2017. 

King Vajiralongkorn crowned Rama X of Thailand 

• King Maha Vajiralongkorn, Rama X of Thailand, was 
crowned on 4th May. 

• King Vajiralongkorn is the tenth monarch of the Chakri 
dynasty, which has reigned since 1782. 

• He ascended the throne over two years ago following his 
the death of his beloved father, but waited until after a 
long mourning period before setting his coronation date. 

Eric Schmidt left Google board 

• Google-parent Alphabet said that Eric Schmidt, who was 
chief of the internet giant for a decade, will leave the 
board in June. 

• Mr. Schmidt stepped down as chairman of the Alphabet 
board at the start of 2018, remaining a member but 
shifting to a role as a technical advisor. 

Government Policies & Schemes 

Karnataka Bank launched savings bank product 

• Karnataka Bank launched a new savings bank product 
called 'KBL SB Salary' for salaried class with three variants 
of Executive, Prime, and Classic.  

• All these 3 variants of KBL SB Salary Scheme are available 
for the Salaried People with a host of Digitally Powered 
features and without any Minimum Balance Criteria. 

• No annual charge on Debit Cards is a major feature. 

Rajasthan govt to revamp Ujala clinics 

• Rajasthan Government set to revamp ‘Ujala Clinics’ for 
adolescents. 

• It will appoint peer educators for counseling the 
youngsters in order to ensure coordination with other 
medical and health schemes. 

• Ujjala Clinics function under Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya 
Karyakram (RKSK) in 10 districts of the state. 

Universal debt relief scheme on cards 

• India has begun work on a universal debt relief scheme for 
small borrowers aimed at micro enterprises, small farmers 
and artisans. 

• Individuals below a specified income and asset threshold 
will be eligible for debt relief. 

• People with annual income of Rs 60,000 or less, 
outstanding loans of Rs 35,000 or less, and assets worth Rs 
20,000 or less may be eligible.  

SAIL introduced new pension scheme 
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• Steel maker SAIL has introduced a pension scheme for its 
current as well as former employees. 

• Under this scheme, all executive employees who were on 
rolls of the company on or after January 1, 2007, as well as 
non-executive employees on rolls on or after January 1, 
2012, shall be covered in the scheme. 

• The scheme will extend coverage to more than 55,000 ex-
employees. 

Science & Technology 

Young scientists to advise apex council 

• The principal scientific advisor to the PM is putting 
together a team of young researchers who would act as 
sounding boards for new ideas and help implement the 
country’s scientific missions. 

• The Prime Minister’s Science,Technology and Innovation 
Advisory Council (PMSTIAC) has 21 members including 
senior researchers and government officials, who help 
develop and implement various missions. 

Tech gaint slam UK proposal on encrypted chat 

• Top tech giants, including Apple, Google and Microsoft 
have slammed a proposal by the UK intelligence agency 
GCHQ to snoop on users' encrypted chats. 

• In an open letter published on Lawfare, a group of 47 tech 
firms on Thursday criticised the move, asking the agency 
to abandon its plans for a so-called "ghost protocol". 

Pasta-like rocks best bet for life on Mars. 

• Rocks on the surface of Mars that look like layers of pasta 
may be the most obvious sign of life on the Red Planet, a 
NASA-funded study suggests. 

• The bacterium that controls the formation of such rocks 
on Earth is ancient and thrives in harsh environments that 
are similar to conditions on Mars, according to the study 
published in the journal Astrobiology. 

World’s tiniest surviving baby born in US. 

• A California hospital on 29th May 2019 disclosed the birth 
of the world’s smallest baby ever to survive, weighing a 
mere 245 gms the same as a large apple when she was 
born. 

• The girl, nicknamed Saybie by hospital staff in San Diego. 

• The father was told by doctors that he would have about 
an hour with his daughter before she passed away. 

Sundar Pichai turned down a big stock award. 

• The Google CEO hasn’t received an equity award in more 
than two years. A key reason is that Pichai turned down a 
big new grant of restricted stock in 2018 because he felt 
he was already paid generously, according to a person 
familiar with the decision. 

• Since 2016 big stock award, Sundar Pichai has collected a 
$650,000 annual salary and typical CEO perks such as the 
cost of personal security 

TCS bats for FMCG-like valuation 

• Peers say tech spending tied to global growth and any talk 
of re-rating sector is premature. 

• Tata Consultancy Services Ltd believes that it is time 
money managers re-look at how they have valued the 
company, which in the year ended March 2019 overtook 
DXC Technology Co., to become the world’s third largest IT 
services firm. 

Software helps unearthen illegal abortions 

• Every pregnant woman has to register on a software 
PICME (Pregnancy and Infant Cohort Monitoring and 
Evaluation) It was one such registration in Kadaladi 
Primary Health Centre PHC that helped officials zero in on 
illegal abortions in Tiruvannamalai. 

• It is a project implemented by the Directorate of Public 
Health and Preventive Medicine. It is mandatory for 
pregnant women to register.  

Ancient supernova led humans to walk 

• Cosmic energy bombarded by supernovae eight million 
years ago may have triggered a chain of events that 
eventually led to ancient humans walk on two legs, a study 
claims. 

• The research, published in the Journal of Geology, 
suggests that the supernovae initiated an avalanche of 
electrons in the lower atmosphere. 

AI adoption to double productivity by 2021 

• Adoption of AI is expected to help double the rate of 
industrial innovation and may result in over two times 
jump in employee productivity in India by 2021. 

• The study was conducted by research firm IDC on behalf of 
Microsoft. 

• Organisations that have adopted AI saw tangible 
improvements in the range of 8-22% in areas like customer 
engagement, margins, and competitiveness. 

DRDO successfully test fired AKASH-MK-1S 

• DRDO successfully test fired AKASH-MK-1S missile from 
ITR, Chandipur, Odisha on 25 and 27 May 2019. 

• AKASH-MK-1S is an upgrade of existing AKASH missile with 
indigenous Seeker. 

• AKASH-MK-1S is a surface to air missile which can 
neutralize advanced aerial targets. 

• The Akash weapon system has combination of both 
command guidance and active terminal seeker guidance.  

Motilal AMC launches WhatsApp trans. platform 

• Motilal Oswal Asset Management Company launched its 
WhatsApp transaction platform for new as well as existing 
investors. 

• It is the first of its kind initiative by any fund house in India 
to do mutual fund transactions through the messaging 
app. 
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• The investor through his/her registered number can 
initiate a transaction in Motilal Oswal MF funds just by 
typing a salutation. 

Octopus-inspired wearable sensors 

• Scientists from Sungkyunkwan University in South Korea 
have developed flexible wearable sensors. 

• They stick to the skin, paving the way for novel health 
trackers that could monitor a variety of human activities. 

• It could monitor an array of human activities, including 
electrocardiogram signals, pulse and speech patterns. 

NASA unveils schedule for 'Artemis' 

• NASA unveiled the schedule for the 'Artemis' program that 
will return astronauts to the Moon, including eight 
scheduled launches and a mini-station in lunar orbit by 
2024. 

• Artemis 1 will be an uncrewed mission around the Moon 
planned for 2020. 

• Artemis 2 will orbit the moon with a crew around 2022; 
followed finally by Artemis 3 that will put astronauts on 
lunar soil in 2024. 

Fungi that oxidise gold particles 

• Australia's national science agency CSIRO has discovered 
new thread-like fungi that oxidise tiny particles of gold 
from their surroundings and attach the gold to their 
strands. 

• The fungi, Fusarium oxsporum, were found to grow larger 
and spread faster than those that don't interact with gold. 

• Gold is so chemically inactive that this interaction is both 
unusual and surprising. 

18 hidden planets uncovered by NASA 

• German scientists have discovered 18 Earth-sized planets 
beyond solar system. 

• Scientists re-analysed part of NASA's Kepler Telescope 
data using new method developed by them. 

• They estimate the method may lead to over 100 more 
exoplanet discoveries from entire Kepler dataset. 

Scientists broke superconductivity record 

• International researchers have broken the record for 
superconductivity at the highest temperature recorded to 
date at around -23°C. 

• They created a new material, called lanthanum 
superhydrides, to achieve the same. 

• The material was, however, placed under extremely high 
pressure ranging between 150-170 gigapascals to reach 
the new record. 

NASA ordered 1st seg. of lunar space station 

• NASA has chosen its first commercial partner for a 
proposed space station, known as the Lunar Gateway, to 
be built near the Moon. 

• Maxar Technologies would build the first component of 
the Gateway—the power and propulsion element. 

• It will provide electricity to the Gateway and help move it 
around. 

SpaceX launched satellites for internet serv. 

• Elon Musk's SpaceX company launched a Falcon 9 rocket 
from Florida on a mission. 

• It carried the first batch of five dozen small satellites into 
low-Earth orbit for his new Starlink internet service. 

• The new Starlink venture is an important new revenue 
stream for SpaceX. 

Radial Rib antenna demonstrated 

• Radial Rib antenna (RRA) is a world-class technology 
demonstrated in-orbit in RISAT-2B spacecraft. 

• This 3.6 metre antenna was folded & stowed during launch 
and later successfully unfurled & deployed in-orbit. 

• The deployment was completed in 7 mins and 20 seconds. 

• The antenna was realised indigenously by ISRO team in a 
record time of 13 months. 

Study: Moons' formation brought water 

• A cosmic body that hit the Earth and led to the formation 
of the Moon about 4.4 billion years ago may have also 
delivered large quantities of water to our home planet, 
scientists have found.  

• The Earth is the only terrestrial planet with a large amount 
of water and a relatively large moon, which stabilises the 
Earth's axis. 

• Both were essential for Earth to develop life.  

Oldest fungus fossil found in Arctic 

• In a new study published, a team of scientists detailed how 
the multicellular fungus, which they named Ourasphaira 
giraldae, lived in an estuary environment about 900 million 
to 1 billion years. 

• Until now, the oldest-known fungus fossil was one about 
410 million years old from Scotland. 

• The discovery sheds light on the origins of an important 
branch in the Earth's tree of life. 

Send names to fly on Mars 

• The US space agency has invited public to submit their 
names to fly abroad the next rover to Red Planet in 2020. 

• Souvenir boarding passes will display names submitted by 
the people which will also be on microchips aboard the 
Mars 2020 rover. 

• The rover is scheduled to launch as early as July 2020, with 
the spacecraft expected to touch down on Mars in 
February 2021. 

Human brain genes added into monkeys 
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• Scientists in China have created a new kind of monkey 
using human brain genes in an attempt to understand how 
human brains develop. 

• As per the Beijing’s National Science Review journal, 
researchers took human copies of the MCPH1 gene. 

• They introduced it into monkey embryos by means of a 
virus that carried the gene. 

• The gene is believed to play an important role in our brain 
development. 

PSLV-46 successfully launched RISAT-2B 

• India’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C46) 
successfully launched the RISAT-2B satellite on 22 May 
2019. 

• It was launched from Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) 
SHAR, Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. 

• This was the 72nd launch vehicle mission from SDSC SHAR, 
Sriharikota and 36th launch from the First Launch pad. 

Facebook released maps 

• In a bid to fight disease outbreaks, Facebook has built new 
maps that can help its health partners better understand 
where people live, how they are moving and whether they 
have connectivity. 

• All of these maps, when combined with information from 
health systems, can improve the way organisations deliver 
supplies and respond to outbreaks. 

AI-model developed to detect lung cancer 

• Alphabet’s Google team has reported a new research 
which can use artificial intelligence (AI) to predict lung 
cancer risks. 

• Lung cancer results in over 1.7 Mn global deaths per year 
— even more than the combined number of cases of 
breast, prostate and colorectal cancer. 

• In 2018, 2.09 million cases of lung cancer have been 
reported worldwide. 

Evidence of water found on Ultima Thule 

• NASA has found evidence for a unique mixture of 
methanol, water ice, and organic molecules on Ultima 
Thule’s surface-the farthest world ever explored by 
mankind. 

• Researchers are also investigating a range of surface 
features on Ultima Thule, such as bright spots and patches, 
hills and troughs, and craters and pits. 

ISRO announced 7 missions in next 10 years 

• ISRO has announced to conduct 7 Mega Missions for the 
upcoming 10 years and also prepared a roadmap for the 
next 30 years. 

• The 7 Mega Missions includes India’s second moon 
mission Chandrayaan-2, XPoSaT and Aditya L-1. 

• ISRO categorized its six Mega Missions (excluding 
Chandrayaan-2) in two broad categories- Defined Missions 
and Undefined Missions.  

NASA's new robot got 1st hardware check 

• Astrobee, a free-flying robot system has had its first 
hardware checks on the International Space Station. 

• The system is actually a trio of robots, named Honey, 
Queen, and Bumble, which are propelled by electric fans. 

• They can return to their docking station to recharge their 
batteries.  

1st women astronaut to go on Moon 

• Mission Artemis will likely carry the first woman astronaut 
to the Moon. 

• The mission has been named after the Greek Moon 
goddess who was also the twin sister of the Apollo. 

• The first men to walk on the Moon did so under the Apollo 
missions between 1960 and 1972. 

• Now, 50 years later, NASA has planned to send the first 
woman to the Moon in a manned lunar mission in 2024. 

Carbon dioxide levels hit historic high 

• Scientists in the US have detected the highest levels of 
planet-warming carbon dioxide in Earth's atmosphere 
since records began. 

• The Mauna Loa Observatory in Hawaii, which has tracked 
atmospheric CO2 levels since the late 1950s, detected 
415.26 parts per million (ppm). 

• It was also the first time on record that the observatory 
measured a daily baseline above 415 ppm. 

ABHYAS successfully tested 

• DRDO conducted a successful flight test of ABHYAS - High-
speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) from Interim Test 
Range, Chandipur in Odisha on 13 May 2019. 

• The flight test was tracked by various RADARS & Electro 
Optic Systems and proved its performance in a fully 
autonomous waypoint navigation mode. 

• The configuration of ABHYAS is designed on an in-line 
small gas turbine engine. 

Yuvika 2019 inaugurated 

• The Young Scientist Programme ‘Yuvika2019’ was 
inaugurated by ISRO Chairman Dr. K Sivan, through video 
mode in Bengaluru on 13 May 2019. 

• The two-week residential summer vacation programme is 
spread over four ISRO centres in Bengaluru, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Ahmedabad, and Shillong. 

• It will be attended by 110 students. 

Microsoft launches 'ElectionGuard' 

• In a bid to help countries ensure secure and verifiable 
voting, Microsoft announced 'ElectionGuard', a free open-
source Software Development Kit (SDK). 
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• ElectionGuard is verifiable, allowing voters and third-party 
organisations to verify election results. 

• It is also secure, auditable and open source -- free and 
flexible with the ability to be used with off-the-shelf 
hardware. 

Highest-resolution image sensor unveiled 

• Samsung Electronics Co introduced the world's highest-
resolution image sensor, with 64 megapixels for 
smartphones to meet the growing demand for mobile 
devices with better image quality. 

• Samsung unveiled two new 0.8-micrometre pixel image 
sensors: the 64-megapixel ISOCELL Bright GW1 and the 48-
megapixel ISOCELL Bright GM2. 

Extinct bird species came back from the dead 

• A previously extinct species of bird returned from the 
dead, reclaiming the island it previously lived on and re-
evolving itself back into existence. 

• The white-throated rail colonized the Aldabra Atoll in the 
Indian Ocean and evolved to become flightless. 

• It was completely wiped out when the island disappeared 
below the sea around 136,000 years ago. 

Bezos unveiled lunar lander 

• Jeff Bezos unveiled a mockup of a lunar lander being built 
by his Blue Origin rocket company. 

• The lander will be able to deliver payloads to the lunar 
surface, deploy up to four smaller rovers and shoot out 
satellites to orbit the moon. 

• Bezos unveiled a model of roughly the size of a golf cart, 
and presented a new rocket engine called BE-7, which can 
blast 10,000 pounds (4,535 kg) of thrust. 

First indigenous microprocessor AJIT developed 

• Engineers from the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay 
have developed a microprocessor called AJIT. 

• It is the first to be conceptualised, designed, developed 
and manufactured in India. 

• The project was funded by the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY) and IIT Bombay. 

NASA to crash spacecraft into asteroid in 2022 

• In a first, NASA will launch a spacecraft that will collide 
with an asteroid in 2022 to demonstrate a planetary 
defense technique. 

• The Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) will get one 
chance to hit its target, a small moonlet in the binary 
asteroid system Didymos. 

• The asteroid poses no threat to Earth. 

India’s newest pit viper found in Arunachal 

• India now has a fifth brown pit viper but with a reddish 
tinge. 

• Scientiscts have described a new species of reddish-brown 
pit viper, a venomous snake with a unique heat-sensing 
system from a forest in West Kameng district of Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

• The team of herpetologists was led by Ashok Captain. 

SpaceX successfully launched cargo mission 

• SpaceX successfully launched a Dragon spacecraft on a 
cargo mission for NASA to International Space Station 
(ISS). 

• This is SpaceX's fifth launch of the year. 

• The launch was rescheduled earlier due to some electrical 
problem on ISS. 

• It was launched on a 'Falcon 9' rocket, from Cape 
Canaveral in Florida. It is being used for the first time. 

ISRO to launch RISAT-2BR1 on 22 May 

• ISRO is set to launch its Radar Imaging Satellite, the RISAT-
2BR1, on May 22, 2019 from Sriharikota in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

• The RISAT, a remote sensing satellite, provide all-weather 
surveillance using synthetic aperture radars (SAR). 

• RISAT's are the first all-weather observation satellites from 
ISRO and are designed to provide a continuous view of 
earth either at day or night. 

SpaceX Launches Falcon 9 Rocket 

• Space Exploration Technologies Corp. (Space X) launched 
its 17th commercial resupply mission to the International 
Space Station by using Falcon 9 rocket with Dragon 
Spacecraft. 

• The 213-foot-tall rocket lifted off from Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station in Florida. 

• This mission is a part of NASA’s Commercial Resupply 
Services program, which uses commercial spacecraft to 
deliver cargo to the ISS 

'God of Chaos' asteroid to pass near Earth 

• In 2029, a massive asteroid called 99942 Apophis will fly 
past earth at an approximate distance of 19,000 miles 
within the distance of some orbiting spacecraft. 

• Apophis is named after the Egyptian god of chaos. 

• The asteroid was originally discovered in 2004 by 
astronomers at the Kitt Peak National Observatory, which 
is located in Arizona. 

Researchers identify drugs that block CRISPR 

• Scientists have discovered the first small-molecule 
inhibitors of the Streptococcus pyogenes Cas9 (SpCas9) 
protein. 

• The discovery could enable more precise control over 
CRISPR-Cas9-based genome editing. 

• They disrupt the binding of SpCas9 to DNA and thereby 
interfere with their ability to cut DNA. 
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• These first small-molecule CRISPR-Cas9 inhibitors readily 
enter cells 

ISRO planning to study sun 

• Indian Space Research Organization is planning to send a 
probe to study the sun early next year. 

• Scientists are exploring possibilities to study more about 
Sun and the probe named Aditya-L1 will be sent to 
observe the solar corona, the outer layers of the Sun. 

• He said, the satellite would be added in a halo orbit 
around the L1 (Lagrangian point 1) of the Sun-Earth 
system. 

‘mySuger’ App to Manage Diabetes 

• Roche Diabetes Care (RDC) has unveiled an integrated 
Diabetes Management Solution (IDMS) in India, by 
introducing the ‘mySuger’ App. 

• It is accompanied by ‘Accu-Chek Instant’ blood glucose 
monitoring system and is aimed at effective management 
of the disease. 

• This will offer a collaborative, integrated and personalised 
approach for optimal therapy for people with diabetes. 

TB is India's Deadliest Infectious Disease 

• Tuberculosis is one of India's deadliest infectious diseases. 

• It claimed close to three lakh lives between 2012 and 
2016,  

• Sikkim and Himachal Pradesh registered a high number of 
deaths per one lakh of the population.  

• Sikkim recorded the highest deaths per lakh of the 
population (66 per 1 lakh population) due to TB. 

Chandrayaan-2 modules to be launched in July 

• All modules of India's second moon mission 'Chandrayaan-
2', are scheduled for launch in July 2019. 

• They are getting ready and the lander is expected to touch 
down on the lunar surface in early September 2019. 

• The three modules- Orbiter, Lander (Vikram) and Rover 
(Pragyan) -- of Chandrayaan-2 are getting ready for July 
launch. 

Committees & Recommendations 

High-level panel pitches for 'Elephant Bonds' 

• A government-appointed advisory group has suggested 
issuance of 'Elephant Bonds' wherein people declaring 
undisclosed income will have to mandatorily invest half of 
that amount in these securities. 

• These recommendations are part of a report prepared by 
the 12-member group, set up by the commerce ministry in 
September 2018.  

Panel on digital payments submitted reports 

• A Reserve Bank-appointed committee headed by Aadhaar 
architect Nandan Nilekani submitted its suggestions on 
promoting digital payments to Governor Shaktikanta Das. 

• In January, a five-member panel was set up by RBI on 
deepening digital payments. 

• The RBI will examine the recommendations of the 
committee and will dovetail the action points, in its 
Payment Systems Vision 2021 for implementation 

Committee constituted for clean air programme 

• The Union Environment Ministry has constituted a 
committee to implement the National Clean Air 
Programme (NCAP). 

• The committee will be chaired by the Secretary, Union 
Environment Ministry. 

• The NCAP unveiled in January 2019 is envisaged as a 
scheme to provide the States and the Centre with a 
framework to combat air pollution. 

CEA included in finance panel’s council 

• Chief Economic Advisor Krishnamurthy Subramanian has 
been included in the Advisory Council of the 15th Finance 
Commission as its member. 

• The Advisory Council was set up in April 2018 to advise the 
commission on any issue or subject related to the terms of 
reference (ToR) of the commission. 

• The council had also been mandated to help in broadening 
the 15th Finance Commission’s ambit. 

Business & Economy 

Goldman Sachs invests $250 mn in India 

• New York-based investment and financial services major 
Goldman Sachs has pumped in $250 million to construct 
one of its largest global workspaces in Bengaluru. 

• The Bengaluru office has grown in size and technological 
sophistication to become an incubator of talent for our 
businesses around the globe -  David M. Solomon (The 
global investment bank’s chairman and CEO). 

FICCI forecasts India's GDP at 7.1% for FY20 

• The country's median GDP is forecast at 7.1 percent for 
FY20 and 7.2 percent for FY 21. 

• The industry body FICCI's economic outlook survey said 
that the minimum and maximum growth estimate stood at 
6.8 percent and 7.3 percent, for 2019-20. 

• The survey was conducted in May 2019 among economists 
belonging to the industry, banking, and financial services 
sectors. 

P-notes investments rises to ₹81,220 crore 

• Till April-end, ₹58,820 crore was invested in the equities 
segment 

• There is a rise of 3.98% in the total value of P-notes 
investment from the previous month. 

• Participatory notes(P-notes) are issued by registered 
foreign portfolio investors(FPIs) to overseas investors who 
wish to be a part of the Indian stock market without 
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registering themselves directly going through a due 
diligence process 

RBI extends last cut-off timing for RTGS 

• The Reserve Bank of India has extended the last cut-off 
timing for customer transactions through Real Time Gross 
Settlement Systems (RTGS) from 4.30pm to 6pm on all 
working days, effective June 1, 2019.  

• The transactions will now take place under three 
windows.No Charges for first window and for second and 
third additional charges has been set at Rs.2 and Rs.5 
respectively.  

FY20 to be SBI's turning point 

• The use of technology in delivering banking services has 
become more broad-based. 

• This financial year, FY20, will be a turning point for State 
Bank of India (SBI) as the bank will direct its efforts to 
achieve a more sustainable mix of business, domestically 
and in overseas operations. 

• SBI posted a profit of Rs. 838.40 crore for the fourth 
quarter of FY19. 

CIC directed RBI to provide loan defau. names 

• The Central Information Commission (CIC) has directed the 
RBI to disclose the list of big loan defaulters it had sent to 
banks for resolution. 

• The CIC’s directive came while deciding on a plea by 
Lucknow-based activist Nutan Thakur. 

• The RBI had accordingly directed banks to file insolvency 
applications against 12 large accounts comprising about 
25% of the total NPAs. 

Govt projected rise in non-GST revenue 

• The Centre has projected a sharp increase of 26.6% in non-
Goods and Services Tax collection in 2022-23. 

• In the same year, total GST collection is expected to gross 
Rs 9,80,807 crore, a growth of just 2.3% compared to 
12.1% and 12.3% in FY21 and FY22, respectively. 

• The government has estimated to mop up Rs 7.61 lakh 
crore in GST collection during 2019-20. 

SEBI and IRDAI set up regulatory sandbox 

• The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and 
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India 
(IRDAI) set up Regulatory Sandbox (RS) for fintech 
innovations. 

• RS is an infrastructure that helps fintech players live test 
their products or solutions, before getting the necessary 
regulatory approvals for a mass launch. 

• It saves start-ups time and cost. 

Modern currency chests to hike service charges 

• The Reserve Bank of India allowed large modern currency 
chests to increase the service charges on cash deposited 

by non-chest bank branches from the existing rate of ₹5 
per packet of 100 pieces to a higher rate subject to a 
maximum of ₹8 per packet. 

• For this, only a currency chest (CC) that fulfils the 
minimum standards will be eligible to be classified as a 
large modern CC. 

Corporation Bank launches ‘Corp SME Suvidha’ 

• Corporation Bank has launched ‘Corp SME Suvidha’, a 
product for GST-registered MSMEs. 

• The product has been designed as part of the bank's 
efforts to provide best products to MSME sector. 

• PV Bharathi is the Managing Director and Chief Executive 
Officer of the bank 

Paytm Bank turned profitable in 2nd year 

• Paytm Payments Bank has turned profitable within its 
second year of operations, posting a ₹19-crore profit for 
the financial year 2018-19. 

• It had reported a ₹20.7-crore loss for the financial year 
2017-18. 

• Paytm Payments Bank formally began operations in 2017 
and claims to have over 19% of mobile banking 
transactions' market share as of March 2019. 

India allowed refurbished mobile exports 

• India allowed the import of refurbished mobile phones or 
second mobile phones only if they are certified by the 
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS). 

• Earlier, the Government of India didn’t give its assent to 
refurbished mobile imports with the fear of dumping and 
negative effect to Make In India initiative. 

Reliance Industries: Biggest company by rev. 

• Mukesh Ambani's Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) has 
become the country’s biggest company by revenue. 

• Reliance, in the 2018-19 fiscal year that ended on March 
31, reported a turnover of Rs.6.23 lakh crore. 

• Reliance has achieved the number one position in terms of 
all three parameters - revenue, profit, and market 
capitalisation.  

Bank credit to infra sector grew 18.5% 

• Bank credit to infrastructure sector grew by 18.5% to 
₹10.55 lakh crore as of 2018-19, the highest since 2012-13 
fiscal, as per the RBI data. 

• Outstanding bank credit to the sector was ₹8.91 lakh crore 
as at March 2018. 

• In FY18 and FY17, growth in bank credit to the sector was 
negative at 1.7% and 6.1%, respectively. 

Tripura Gramin Bank under top 3 rural banks 

• Tripura Gramin Bank received India’s top three Regional 
Rural Banks (RRBs) in terms of profit, business, and 
growth. 
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• Currently, India has 46 Regional Rural Bank out of which 
Tripura Gramin Bank ranked 3rd in the country. 

• Tripura Gramin Bank posted a profit for 7 successive years 
to Rs 125.45 crore in fiscal 2018-19. 

Insurance for vector borne diseases launched 

• HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company announced the 
launch of 'Mosquito Disease Protection Policy'. 

• This new policy will cover an individual against common 
mosquito-borne diseases like Dengue Fever, Malaria, 
Chikungunya, Japanese Encephalitis, Kala-azar, Filariasis 
and Zika Virus. 

• HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company is India's third-
largest non-life insurance provider in the private sector 

SIDBI’s pilot scheme for fintech NBFCs 

• Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) 
launched a pilot scheme to extend financial assistance of 
up to ₹10 crore to fintech Non-Banking Finance Companies 
(NBFCs). 

• Fintech NBFCs are digital loan companies. 

• They should have minimum capital risk-weighted assets 
ratio of 15%. 

• Their non-performing assets should be less than or equal 
to 4%. 

Insurance cover to local train passengers 

• Bajaj Finserv launched a specialised insurance cover for 
passengers travelling in local trains in Mumbai. 

• The travellers will get an insurance cover of Rs 1 lakh 
against a payment of Rs 399 per annum. 

• The 'Mumbai Local Train Cover' insurance policy was 
introduced through lending arm Bajaj Finance and will 
provide coverage in case of a mishap during a train 
journey. 

Debit card PoS swipes rose 27% 

• As per data from the RBI, debit card swipes on Point of 
Sales (PoS) terminals jumped more than 27% in March 
2019 compared to 2018. 

• In contrast, ATM withdrawals grew at a slower pace of 
15%. 

• In absolute terms, debit card swipes for March stood at 
407 million almost half of ATM withdrawals at 891 million.  

BoI reported Rs.252 crore profit 

• Bank of India reported a net profit of ₹252 crore for the 
quarter ended March 31, compared with a loss of ₹3,969 
crore in 2018. 

• The Gross NPA ratio improved from 16.58% in March 2018 
to 15.84% in March 2019. 

• Net NPA ratio declined from 8.26% to 5.61%. 

• Provision coverage ratio improved from 65.85% in March 
2018 to 76.95% in March 2019. 

RBI mandated Chief Risk Officers for NBFCs 

• The RBI has mandated all the Non-Banking Financial 
Company's (NBFC) with a size of over Rs.5,000 crore to 
appoint Chief Risk Officers (CROs). 

• With the increasing role of NBFCs in direct credit 
intermediation, there is a need for NBFCs to augment risk 
management practices. 

• RBI’s move comes in the wake of ongoing rating 
downgrades of non-banks which has raised fears 
of liquidity crisis. 

Exports growth slid to 4-month low 

• India's export growth slid to a four-month low of 0.64% in 
April as shipments of engineering goods, gems and 
jewellery, leather and other products declined. 

• Imports increased by 4.5% to $41.4 billion, the highest 
growth in the last six months as crude oil and gold 
shipments shot up in the month. 

• Merchandise exports stood at $26 billion in April while 
imports at $41.4 billion. 

RBI released 'Vision 2021' 

• The RBI released a vision document for ensuring a safe, 
secure, convenient, quick and affordable e-payment 
system. 

•  It expects the number of digital transactions to increase 
more than four times to 8,707 crore in December 2021. 

• The 'Payment and Settlement Systems in India: Vision 
2019 - 2021', has its core theme of 'Empowering 
Exceptional (E)payment Experience'. 

RBI to push up digital transactions to 15% 

• The RBI aims to push up digital transactions to about 15% 
of gross domestic product over the next two years from 
nearly 10% now.  

• Cash as a percentage of GDP is at 11.4% compared to 
11.8% before cash ban.  

• RBI hopes to Increase digital payment transaction turnover 
as a percentage of GDP to 14.80% in 2021 from about 
10.37% in 2019. 

NABARD announced rs 700 cr capital fund 

• The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
announced a Rs 700-crore venture capital fund for equity 
investments in agriculture and rural-focused startups.  

• NABARD has been contributing to other funds till now and 
this is the first time that the rural development bank has 
launched a fund of its own.  

• The fund has been launched by Nabventures with a 
proposed corpus of Rs 500 cr.  

Global oil prices jump over 1% 

• Oil prices rose after Saudi Arabia said explosive-laden 
drones had attacked two pumping stations belonging to 
state oil company Aramco. 

• Brent crude futures were at $70.79 a barrel at 1035 GMT. 
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• Aramco had halted pumping on the East-West pipeline 
until the damage was evaluated. 

Union Bank posted Rs. 3369 crore loss 

• Union Bank of India reported a net loss of ₹3,369 crore in 
the March quarter of FY19, owing to higher operational 
expenses, and provisions on account of bad loan 
divergences. 

• The losses in Q4 of FY19 was wider than the ₹2,583-crore 
loss in the same period in 2018. 

• The bank said that RBI has found gross non-performing 
asset (NPA) divergence for FY18 at ₹867 crore. 

HDFC Bank wholesale book increased 32% 

• HDFC Bank grew its wholesale book by 32% in 2018-19. 

• As a result, the wholesale lending book is now 46% of the 
total book compared with 43% a year ago. 

• This came at a time when most lenders are shying away 
from lending to the corporate sector. 

Sebi issued notice to Kotak, HDFC MF 

• Sebi has sent show-cause notices to Kotak Mutual Fund 
and HDFC Mutual Fund, seeking details about their 
investments in the debt instruments of Essel Group 
companies. 

• Essel Group promoters have sought time to repay their 
lenders. 

• Both fund houses had exposure to Essel Group companies 
in their fixed maturity plans (FMPs). 

Retail inflation at 6-month high in April 

• India's retail inflation touched a six-month high in April to 
2.92% on high food prices, compared with 2.86% in March. 

• As per the Ministry of Statistics and Program 
Implementations, despite a slight increase in inflation, 
consumer price index remains below the target of 4 (+/-
2)%. 

• The consumer price index (CPI)-based retail inflation was 
at 2.57% in February 2019. 

Asian economies to dominate 7% 

• The 2020s are set to be the Asian decade, with the 
continent dominating an exclusive list of economies 
expected to sustain growth rates of around 7%. 

• Ethiopia and Côte d’Ivoire are also likely to reach the 7% 
growth pace. 

• India, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Myanmar and the Philippines 
should all meet that benchmark, according to a research 
note. 

Universal debt relief scheme on cards 

• India has begun work on a universal debt relief scheme for 
small borrowers aimed at micro enterprises, small farmers 
and artisans. 

• Individuals below a specified income and asset threshold 
will be eligible for debt relief. 

• People with annual income of Rs 60,000 or less, 
outstanding loans of Rs 35,000 or less, and assets worth Rs 
20,000 or less may be eligible.  

SBI cuts lending rates 

• The SBI and ICICI Bank posted quarterly results with both 
their managements exuding confidence that the worse is 
over in terms of asset quality. 

• SBI has cut its marginal cost-based lending rates (MCLR) by 
five basis points across tenors. 

• RBI has withdrawn its circular asking banks and financial 
institutions to declare details of their exposure and 
provisions related to the (IL&FS). 

RBI proposed new mobile app 

• The RBI proposes to come out with a mobile application to 
aid visually impaired persons in identifying Indian currency 
notes. 

• At present, banknotes in the denominations of ₹ 10, 20, 
50, 100, 200, 500 and 2,000 are in circulation, besides Re 1 
notes issued by the Government of India. 

• The mobile application shall provide multi-lingual support 
as well as audio notifications.  

India's industrial output in March falls 0.1% 

• Industrial output contracted 0.1% in March 2019 due to 
slowdown in the manufacturing sector. 

• Factory output as measured in terms of the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP) had expanded 5.3% in March 
2018. 

• During the entire 2018-19 fiscal, industrial output 
witnessed a 3.6% growth as against 4.4% in the previous 
fiscal. 

Morgan Stanley downgrades RIL 

• Morgan Stanley has downgraded Reliance Industries 
Limited’s (RIL) stock to ‘equal weight’ (EW), leading to a 
3.41% fall in the company’s shares to ₹1,255.15. 

• With this fall, the company has again lost the tag of India’s 
most-valued firm to Tata Consultancy Services (TCS). 

• RIL’s market capitalisation fell to ₹7,98,628.55 crore 
compared with TCS’s ₹8,13,779.67 crore. 

Govt prohibits imports of electronics goods 

• The government of India has prohibited Import of second-
hand or refurbished electronics and IT goods without 
registration with the Bureau of Indian Standards. 

• Under the Electronics and IT Goods (Requirement of 
Compulsory Registration) order 2012, imports of these 
goods is allowed through the registration with the BIS or 
on specific exemption letter from the ministry of IT and 
electronics. 

TCS reclaims most valued firm status 
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• On 9 May 2019, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) reclaimed 
the status of the country's most valued firm by market 
valuation surpassing Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL). 

• TCS is the country's most valued firm followed by RIL, 
HDFC Bank, Hindustan Unilever and ITC. 

• The m-cap figure of companies changes daily with stock 
price movement. 

Thresholds for class action lawsuits notified 

• The Corporate Affairs Ministry has notified the thresholds 
for filing class action -- a provision aimed at providing a 
redressal mechanism for small and minority investors. 

• Under Section 245 of the Companies Act, investors can file 
a class action suit. 

• An application for class action can be filed by a member or 
members representing 5% of the total members of a 
company. 

Bank credit grows 13.2% in FY19 

• Bank credit grew by 13.2% in financial year 2018-19 as 
compared to 10.3% in the previous financial year, mainly 
aided by loans to services and retail sector. 

• Credit growth in services sector till the middle of February 
was 23.7% and in retail sector it was 16.7%. 

• Credit growth in the industry sector was 5.6%. 

L&T buys Mindtree shares worth ₹368 crore 

• Infrastructure major Larsen & Toubro bought shares of 
Mindtree worth about ₹368 crore through open market 
transactions. 

• According to bulk deal data available with the NSE, L&T 
bought over 37.53 lakh shares, or 2.28% stake, worth 
₹367.8 crore, with the average price being ₹979.96 per 
scrip. 

RBI withdraws mandate on IL&FS NPAs 

• Following the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal’s 
decision to allow banks to declare NPAs of Infrastructure 
Leasing & Financial Services Limited and its group entities, 
the RBI has now withdrawn its circular. 

• The circular mandated to disclose bad loans of the IL&FS 
group in its notes of accounts. 

• Previously, RBI had asked banks and financial institutions 
to disclose the NPA. 

BharatPe launches UPI for merchants 

• BharatPe, a fintech startup enabling payments for 
merchants through interoperable UPI QR codes, has 
announced its foray into merchant services with a new 
app. 

• The app allows merchants to record their cash/credit 
(udhar) sales customer wise, request accounts receivable 
from customers via SMS payment links, and keep track of 
accounts payable to suppliers. 

Yes Bank acquired shares of CG Power 

• Yes Bank has acquired eight crore shares in electric 
equipment maker CG Power and Industrial Solutions which 
were pledged to it by a borrower. 

• The acquired shares represent 12.79% ownership in the 
company and will be valued at ₹292.56 crore. 

• CG Power had a turnover of ₹6,287 crore in fiscal year 
2017-18. 

NCLT began bankruptcy process 

• The lenders to the crippled Reliance Communications 
(RCom) moved NCLT to appoint a new resolution 
professional (RP) and form a committee of creditors. 

• It is the first step to begin the bankruptcy process of the 
Anil Ambani group company that owes close to ₹50,000 
crores to 31 lenders led by SBI. 

• RCom was in trouble for years forcing it to discontinue 
operations two years ago. 

Exports to Maldives exempted from restriction 

• Exports of specified quantity of essential commodities to 
Maldives have been exempted from any kind of domestic 
restrictions or prohibition in the current fiscal. 

• Export of potatoes, onion, rice, wheat flour, sugar, dal and 
eggs has been permitted to Maldives under bilateral trade 
agreement between India and Maldives during the period 
2019-20 with effect from April. 

100 US firms to join Dept of Commerce 

• The U.S. Commercial Service will bring more than 100 U.S. 
companies to India as part of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s largest annual trade mission program, Trade 
Winds. 

• Trade Winds Indo-Pacific features a three-day business 
forum in New Delhi, with additional trade mission stops in 
Ahmedabad, Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai, Bengaluru, 
Hyderabad, and Bangladesh. 

Mastercard to invest $ 1 bn to develop India 

• Mastercard will invest $1 billion in India over the next five 
years, with plans to make the country a global technology 
node for its platforms. 

• The company has already invested $1 billion in the Indian 
market in the last five years. 

• This investment will help foster innovation and increase 
Mastercard’s speed-to-market capabilities and value-
added services. 

RBI raised caps on home loans by SFBs 

• The RBI has increased the eligibility cap on home loans 
extended by regional rural banks and small finance banks 
to ₹35 lakh in metropolitan areas and ₹25 lakh in other 
centres. 

• All such loans will be now classified by these banks as 
priority sector loans. 
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• In addition, the existing family income limit of ₹2 lakh per 
annum is revised to ₹3 lakh per annum for EWS and ₹6 
lakh per annum for LIG. 

Business News 

• Ride hailing major Ola said Ratan Tata, Chairman Emeritus 
of Tata Sons, has invested in its EV business - Ola Electric 
Mobility. 

• Hindalco Industries, the country’s biggest aluminium 
producer, has tied up with two international 
manufacturers of beverage cans — US-based Ball Beverage 
Packaging AMEA and CAN-PACK India. The consortium, to 
be called the Aluminium Beverage Can Association of 
India. 

Yes Bank slips to 10th most valuable lender 

• Private lender YES Bank Ltd has slipped three notches to 
10th spot, in terms of market valuation, for the first time. 

• Its shares slumped over 30% in the last two sessions after 
the bank reported a surprise net loss in its March quarter 
earnings. 

• HDFC Bank is the most valued Indian bank with a market 
cap of ₹6.45 trillion. 

SBI new rules on savings account from May 1 

• SBI linked interest rate on large savings account deposits 
to RBI's repo rate from 1 May 2019. 

• The interest rate on SBI's short-term loans like cash credit 
and overdraft facilities will also be linked to the repo rate. 

• Interest rates on large SBI savings account deposits and 
interest rate on some short-term loans will automatically 
change as and when RBI changes its repo rate. 

Netherlands got $12.8-b Indian FDI in 2017 

• The Netherlands has emerged as the third largest foreign 
direct investor in India during 2017-18. 

• The Netherlands was also the second largest destination 
for foreign investment by Indian companies, after 
Singapore, with investments worth $12.8 billion in 2017. 

• During 2017-18, the bilateral trade topped $ 8.77 billion 
while the Indian exports to the Netherlands grew at 14.7%. 

India extends tariff deadline on U.S. items 

• The government has again extended its deadline to impose 
retaliatory import duties on 29 U.S. products, including on 
almonds, walnuts and pulses, till May 16. 

• A Finance Ministry notification said that implementation of 
increased customs duty on specified imports from the U.S. 
has been postponed from May 2 to May 16 this year. 

• These deadlines have been extended several times since 
June 2018. 

Asia-Pacific to grow 5.7% this year: ADB 

• The Asia-Pacific region is expected to power ahead 
growing at 5.7% this year, but escalating trade tensions are 

a source of worry, according to Takehiko Nakao, President 
and Chairperson, ADB. 

• Mr. Nakao said that consumer and investor behaviour 
could be undermined by trade tensions between 
countries. 

• The bank’s lending grew to a record $21.6 billion in 2018, 
10% higher compared to 2017. 

RBI slaps penalty on 5 PPI 

• The Reserve Bank of India said it has imposed penalties on 
5 prepaid payment instrument issuers for violation of 
regulatory norms. 

• A penalty of ₹3.05 crore has been imposed on Vodafone 
m-pesa and ₹1 crore each on Mobile Payments, PhonePe, 
Private and GI Technology. 

• Penalty on Western Union and MoneyGram has been 
imposed by the RBI under the Payment and Settlement 
Systems Act, 2007. 

RBI slaps Rs 11 lakh fine on Yes Bank 

• Yes Bank said the Reserve Bank of India has imposed a 
penalty of Rs 11.25 lakh on it for violating money transfer 
norms. 

• RBI imposed a penalty of Rs 11,25,000 under the Payment 
and Settlement Systems Act, 2007. 

• The RBI has identified certain violations of its circular of 
2011 on Domestic Money Transfer - Relaxations and 
master directions issued in October 2017. 

PayPal launches One Touch for seamless trans 

• PayPal India used Google Smart Lock and launched its 
OneTouch experience in India. 

• OneTouch feature permits Indian consumers to register 
their android device with PayPal and stay logged into 
PayPal for further PayPal purchases on that device. 

• India becomes the first market where the feature of 
Google Smart Lock has been integrated. 

London top choice for Indian investors 

• London emerged as the top choice for Indian investors 
ahead of other cities such as Dubai and Singapore. 

• The investments by Indian companies in the British capital 
reached an all-time high in 2018.  

• The UK emerged as the top most country to attract Indian 
FDI with 52 projects, ahead of the US (51) and the UAE 
(32) in 2018. 

Global Gold Demand Increases 7% 

• The WGC’s 2019 First Quarter Global Trends Report said 
that worldwide gold demand increased to 1,053 tonnes in 
the Q1. 

• This is an increase of 7% compared to the first quarter of 
2018. 

• Central banks continued to dominate the gold market with 
global official gold purchase totaling 145.5 tonnes in the 
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first quarter, a 68% increase compared to the first quarter 
of 2018. 

Huawei: World's 2nd Biggest Smartphone Maker 

• Huawei Technologies Co. overtook Apple Inc. to become 
biggest 2nd biggest smartphone maker in the world. 

• The networking giant grew shipments 50 percent from a 
year earlier according to research firm IDC. 

• Samsung is the biggest smartphone maker in the world. 

GST Rev collection for April 2019 

• The total gross GST revenue collected in the month of April 
2019 is Rs 1,13,865 crore of which CGST is Rs 21,163 crore. 

• The total number of GSTR 3B Returns filed for the month 
of March up to 30th April 2019 is 72.13 lakh. 

• The government has settled Rs 20,370 crore to CGST and 
Rs 15,975 crore to SGST from IGST as regular settlement. 

India's manufacturing sector grew slow 

• The country's manufacturing sector performance eased to 
an eight-month low in April as new business growth 
moderated. 

• The Nikkei India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers' 
Index declined from 52.6 in March to 51.8 in April. 

• This is the 21th consecutive month that the manufacturing 
PMI remained above the 50-point mark. 

India's growth forecast lowered to 7.3% 

• India Ratings & Research (A Fitch Group Company) has 
lowered the country’s growth forecast for the current 
fiscal to 7.3%, from the earlier projection of 7.5 %. 

• The agency has listed three key reasons for lowering its 
projection. 

Bharti Axa tied up with Wishfin 

• Bharti AXA General Insurance has tied up with Wishfin’s 
insurance arm Wishpolicy, to offer two-wheeler insurance 
to customers via WhatsApp. 

• This service option is an instant and additional customer 
service option for policyholders, apart from Bharti AXA 
General Insurance’s multiple channels. 

SEBI fined NSE over Rs 625 Crores 

• Markets regulator SEBI directed National Stock Exchange 
to pay more than Rs625 crore in the case of misuse of its 
co-location facility. 

• SEBI has been probing alleged lapses in high-frequency 
trading offered through NSE’s co-location facility. 

• The National Stock Exchange of India Ltd. is the second 
largest in the world by nos. of trades in equity shares from 
January to June 2018. 

Sports 

South Korea U18s stripped of trophy 

• South Korea Under-18s football team have been stripped 
of a trophy for "immoral" celebrations after a player posed 
for a photo with his foot on it. 

• South Korea beat China by 3-0 to win the Panda Cup but 
the team was forced to apologize after they were criticized 
online for the "unforgivable" images. 

• Even the tournament organizers suggested South Korea 
would not be invited back. 

Del Potro beat Nishiokal in five set battle 

• Argentina's Juan Martin del Potro makes the sign of the 
cross as he celebrates after winning against Japan's 
Yoshihito Nishioka during their men's singles second round 
match on day five of The Roland Garros 2019 French Open 
tennis tournament in Paris. 

• Juan Martin del Potro was pushed to the limit before 
eventually taming Japan’s plucky Yoshihito Nishioka  to 
reach the French Open third round. 

India concludes best ISSF WC performance 

• In Shooting, India topped the medals tally with five golds 
and a silver at the ISSF World Cup in Munich, Germany. 

• Second-placed China bagged nine medals two gold, two 
silver, and five bronze medals. 

• India gold medallists included Apurvi Chandela in the 
Women's 10 meters Air Rifle, Rahi Sarnobat in the 
Women's 25m Pistol and Saurabh Chaudhary in the men's 
10m Air Pistol. 

Europa League final: Chelsea beat Arsenal 4-1 

• Chelsea got the better of its English Premier League rivals 
to win the Europa League final Wednesday, beating 
Arsenal 4-1 in the Baku Olympic Stadium. 

• Chelsea won their fifth major Uefa European competition 
final, with only Liverpool winning more among eight 
English clubs. 

FIDE to restore Elo ratings of Indian players 

• The World Chess Federation (FIDE) has decided to restore 
the Elo ratings of dozens of Indian players, whose ratings 
were banned by the All-India Chess Federation 
(AICF) nearly a decade ago. 

• The country's national chess body (AICF) had banned 
several players for taking part in tournaments conducted 
by rival chess association and in unrecognised events. 

Rahi Sarnobat won gold in WC 

• Indian shooter Rahi Sarnobat won the gold in 25m Pistol 
event at the ISSF World Cup 2019 in Munich. 

• She also sealed a quota place for India in the event for the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

• Rahi scored a total of 37, beating Ukraine's Olena 
Kostevych, who was champion at the 2004 Athens 
Olympics. 

Saurabh Chaudhary won gold 
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• In ISSF shooting World Cup 2019, in Munich Germany, 
India's Saurabh Chaudhary has won 10m Air Pistol Gold.  

• He scored 246.3 bettering his previous best of 245 points 
that was set in New Delhi World Cup Shooting in February 
this year. 

• He has already secured a berth for the Tokyo Olympics. 

• This is India's second Gold in the championship. 

Lewis Hamilton won Monaco Grand Prix 

• Lewis Hamilton won the Monaco Grand Prix 2019 in a 
triumphant tribute to his Mercedes team’s late Formula 
One great Niki Lauda. 

• Mercedes, who extended their winning run to six, lead 
Ferrari by 118 points in the constructors’ standings. 

• Hamilton has 137 to 120 for Bottas, with Vettel moving up 
to third place on 82. 

Odisha govt to sponsor Indian hockey teams 

• Both the men and women's Indian hockey team will be 
sponsored by the state government of Odisha. 

• The announcement was made by Odisha Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik in New Delhi. 

• The state government has decided to support the team for 
a period of five years. 

Men's compound team won bronze 

• The men's compound team of Rajat Chauhan, Abhishek 
Verma and Aman Saini won a bronze medal in the Archery 
World Cup Stage III at Antalya in Turkey. 

• The trio put up a solid performance to edge out higher 
seeded Russian team of Anton Bulaev, Alexander Dambaev 
and Pavel Krylov 235-230 in the bronze medal play-off. 

Mahesh Mangaonkar won Sekisui Open 

• In squash, India's Mahesh Mangaonkar triumphed for the 
second time in the Sekisui Open 2019 in Kriens, 
Switerzland. 

• Sekisui Open is a Challenger tour event of the Professional 
Squash Association (PSA). 

• Top-seeded Mahesh beat third seed Bernat Jaume of Spain 
in four games 11-9, 3-11, 11-5, 11-5 to win his 8th PSA 
title. 

China won 2019 Sudirman Cup 

• China won the badminton world mixed-team 
championship, Sudirman Cup 2019 in Nanning. 

• They beat Japan in men's doubles, women's singles and 
men's singles to clinch the title for the 11th time. 

• In the latest Men' singles match Shi Yuqi stunned world 
champion Kento Momota 15-21, 21-5,21-11. 

• Japan has never won the Sudirman Cup. 

Apurvi won gold in ISSF World Cup 

• Apurvi Chandela grabbed a gold, winning the women's 
10m Air Rifle competition in the ISSF World Cup 2019. 

• She shot a score of 251 in the final to outshine Wang 
Luyao of China, who shot 250.8. 

• Manu Bhaker shot 289 and was a bit behind in 24th spot, 
while Chinki Yadav shot 276 to be in 95th place. 

Shakib tops ICC ODI all-rounders rankings 

• Bangladesh cricketer Shakib Al Hasan stands 1st now with 
359 points followed by Afghanistan's Rashid Khan who has 
339. 

• Shakib hit 140 runs and picked up 2 wickets in the recent 
Tri-nation series. 

• Kedar Jadhav is the highest ranked Indian all-rounder at 
the 12th position. 

Mary Kom, Sarita won gold at India Open 

• Six-time world champion MC Mary Kom and Sarita Devi 
won gold medals at the second India Open boxing 
tournament. 

• The tournament concluded on 24 May 2019. 

• India won medals in 52 kg, 81 kg, 91 kg and +91 kg men's 
categories. 

• While, 51 kg, 57 kg and 75 kg in women's to conclude the 
campaign with 12 of the 18 gold medals available. 

Sethu crowned Indian Women's League champion 

• Sethu FC clinched their first ever Indian Women’s League 
trophy defeating Manipur Police. 

• The match was held at the Guru Nanak Stadium, in 
Ludhiana, Punjab. 

• The third edition of the Indian Women's League (IWL) was 
held in Ludhiana, Punjab. 

• The Indian Women's League is the top division women's 
professional football league in India. 

• The league is ran by the All India Football Federation. 

Mary Kom entered 51kg category final 

• In Boxing, Mary Kom has entered the women's 51kg 
category final by defeating Nikhat Zareen. 

• Mary Kom will face Vanlal Duati of Mizoram in the gold-
medal bout on 25 May 2019. 

• Sachin Siwach will have a gold medal clash against Asian 
Games gold medalist Amit Panghal. 

32-team format in 2022 World Cup 

• FIFA shrugged off any possibility of expansion from 32 to 
48 teams at the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022. 

• On January 10, 2017, FIFA Council unanimously decided in 
favour of expanding the FIFA World Cup to a 48-team 
competition as of the 2026 edition. 

Nadal clinched Italian Open 2019 

• In Tennis, defending champion Rafael Nadal of Spain has 
clinched the Italian Open 2019 title after beating Novak 
Djokovic. 
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• This is Nadal's ninth Italian Open title. It is the 81st title of 
Nadal's career. 

• Whereas, in Women's single Czech's Karolina Pliskova 
registered two straight-set victory against Britain's 
Johanna Konta to claim the Italian Open title. 

Anirudh and Niki won ITF Tennis title 

• Anirudh Chandrasekar and Niki Poonacha won the 2019 
International Tennis Federation (ITF) men’s Futures tennis 
tournament title in Kampala, Uganda. 

• The pair defeated Simon Carr and Ryan James Storrie and 
secured 6-3, 6-4. 

• It was the maiden international title for Anirudh, while it 
was fourth doubles title for Poonacha. 

2 new Badminton formats launched 

• Recently, Badminton World Federation (BWF) launched 
two new formats of Badminton named as AirBadminton & 
Triples. 

• BWF launched AirBadminton at Guangzhou with new 
dimensions of the court and an innovative shuttlecock 
called Airshuttle. 

• The AirBadminton will be an outdoor game as compared 
to traditional badminton which is indoor games. 

Ashish to lead gymnastics team 

• A three-member team led by Ashish Kumar will represent 
India at the second World Challenge Cup Series gymnastics 
tournament in Osijek, Croatia. 

• It will be held from 23-26 May 2019. 

• Besides Ashish, the Indian contingent will also have Rakesh 
Kumar Patra and Shraddha Talekar. 

• The World Challenge Cup is a major FIG event with 
broader participation of 110 gymnasts from 30 different 
countries. 

Sneha Sharma shines in F4 SEA Champ. 

• India’s top woman racer Sneha Sharma jumped into the 
lead in the ladies’ category after Round 3 of the Formula 4 
South East Asia Championship. 

• Sneha won the leading trophy in each of the 4 races to 
grab the Overall Cup for women in the Thailand round. 

• She even clocked a best time of 1:46:6 to finish in the Top 
Eight against 11 of the finest racers from 10 different 
countries. 

PV Sindhu to spearhead Indian challenge 

• In Badminton, Sudirman Cup tournament began at the 
Guangxi Sports Center Gymnasium in Nanning, China on 
19 May 2019. 

• Top shuttlers PV Sindhu and Saina Nehwal will spearhead 
the Indian challenge at this prestigious tournament. 

• Sudirman Cup is a mixed team Badminton Championship 
held every two years. 

2nd India Open Boxing Tourn. began 

• The Second India Open International Boxing Tournament 
began at Sarusajai stadium in Guwahati on 20 May 2019. 

• 16 countries will participate in the tournament where 
nearly 200 boxers will vying for the podium. 

• India has fielded a strong contingent of 38 men and 37 
women in the tournament including Mary Kom in 51-
kilogram category. 

Female referee team to officiate AFC Cup game 

• The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) announced that 
for the first time an all-female referee team will take 
charge of a men’s continental club cup clash. 

• Japanese referee Yoshimi Yamashita and assistants 
Makoto Bozono and Naomi Teshirogi will officiate the AFC 
Cup match between Myanmar’s Yangon United and 
Cambodia’s Naga World. 

ICC Commentary Panel for World Cup 2019 

• Former Indian cricketers Sourav Ganguly and Sanjay 
Manjrekar are inducted into the International Cricket 
Council’s (ICC) commentary panel for World Cup 2019. 

• World Cup 2019 will begin from May 30, 2019 in England 
and Wales. 

• The debut commentary will be made by Michael Clarke, a 
former Australian batsman. 

China to host 2023 Asian Cup 

• China has become the sole contender to host the Asian 
Cup Football tournament in 2023. 

• The announcement came after South Korea has 
announced to withdraw its bid to host the game. 

• The 2023 Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Asian Cup 
will be the 18th edition of the AFC Asian Cup. 

• It is organised by the Asian Football Confederation (AFC). 

• The tournament will involve 24 national teams. 

Virat Kohli bagged cricketer of the year 

• India captain Virat Kohli bagged the International Cricketer 
and Batsman of the Year award during the CEAT Cricket 
Rating (CCR) International awards 2019. 

• Pacer Jasprit Bumrah was adjudged as International 
Bowler of the Year. 

• Ashutosh Aman was awarded Domestic Cricketer of the 
Year. 

• Mohinder Amarnath was bestowed with the 'CCR 
International Lifetime Achievement Award'. 

GS Lakshmi on ICC international panel 

• India's G.S. Lakshmi has become the first woman to be 
appointed to ICC's international panel of match referees. 

• She will be eligible to officiate in international games with 
immediate effect. 

• Claire Polosak had become the first ever woman umpire to 
stand in a men's ODI, earlier in May 2019. 

India to host Syria, Tajikistan 
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• The All India Football Federation confirmed the 
participation of Syria, DPR Korea, and Tajikistan in the 2nd 
edition of the Intercontinental Cup, starting on July 7, 
2019. 

• The Blue Tigers (Indian football team) come into the 
competition as defending champions, having won the 
inaugural edition in June 2018 by defeating Kenya. 

• New Zealand and Chinese Taipei were the other two teams 
in the fray 

Manchester City won Premier League Title 

• Manchester City won another Premier League title. 

• It retained the title after defeating Brighton 4-1 at the 
Amex Stadium. 

• It's the first time a team has won back-to-back titles since 
Sir Alex Ferguson's Manchester United in 2009. 

• City's total of 98 points is the second highest haul in 
Premier League history. 

Mary Kom to debut in Indian Boxing Tournament 

• Mary Kom will make her competitive debut in 51kg in the 
second edition of the India Open boxing tournament. 

• It will be held in Guwahati from 20th to 24th of May 2019. 

• India Open will witness 35 men and 37 women boxers 
from India vying for glory, even as close to 200 pugilists 
from 16 boxing powerhouses will participate in the 
tournament. 

Sana becomes highest wicket-taking spinner 

• Pakistan off-spinner Sana Mir has become the most 
successful woman ODI spinner in history. 

• She took her 147th wicket, highest ever by any spinner in 
One-day International (ODI) cricket. 

• It was her 118th appearance for Pakistan and surpassed 
West Indies spinner Anisa Mohammed and Australia’s Lisa 
Sthalekar, who had accumulated 146 wickets each. 

1st women's cricket magazine launched 

• World’s first exclusive women’s cricket magazine 
CRICZONE has released. 

• It has Indian women’s cricket team vice-captain Smriti 
Mandhana featured as the cover story. 

• The publisher of the magazine is Yash Lahoti. 

• The objective of this magazine is to empower young 
aspiring women cricketers to take the sport as a profession 
and able to make a sustainable living. 

Jehan won FIA Formula 3 Championship 

• Indian racer Jehan Daruvala, won the inaugural round of 
the FIA Formula 3 Championship, one of the support 
events to Formula One in Barcelona on 12 May 2019. 

• The FIA F3 Championship was created by merging the 
erstwhile GP3 Championship and FIA F3 European 
Championship. 

• Jehan is the only Indian to win a Grand Prix when he won 
the New Zealand Grand Prix. 

Novak won Madrid Open Title 

• Novak Djokovic of Serbia beat Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece 
6-3, 6-4 to win his third Madrid Open title on 12 May 2019. 

• Djokovic lifted the title in Madrid and has now won 33 
Masters 1000 titles - the same number as Rafael Nadal and 
five more than Roger Federer. 

Mumbai Indians won IPL 2019 

• Mumbai Indians became IPL champions for the fourth time 
after defeating Chennai Super Kings by one run in 
Hyderabad on 12 May 2019. 

• Last ball dismissal of Shardul Thakur by paceman Lasith 
Malinga registered final win for Mumbai over Chennai. 

• MS Dhoni became the most successful wicket-keeper in 
the history of IPL by taking his dismissals tally to 132, 
surpassing Dinesh Karthik. 

FIFA announces two new award categories 

• FIFA announced two new award categories to promote 
women's football across the globe. 

• The two new award categories are off Women's 
goalkeeper of the year and a women's team of the year. 

• This announcement means and both men and women will 
be up for receiving accolades in the same categories at the 
FIFA Best ceremony in Milan on September 23. 

Amul to be sponsor of Afghanistan cricket team 

• Dairy major Amul will be the principal sponsor of the 
Afghanistan cricket team for the upcoming ICC World Cup 
hosted by England and Wales. 

• This is the third time that Amul is sponsoring a cricket 
team in the World Cup. 

• The logo of brand Amul will appear on the team jerseys as 
well as on training kits throughout the World Cup. 

Esha and Akull won silver in the Shooting 

• India’s Esha Singh and Akull Kumar won silver in junior 
mixed air pistol event in the International Shooting 
Competition at Hannover, Germany. 

• They secured 5.4 points and defeated by the German pair 
of Jan Luca Karstedt and Vanessa Seeger. 

• It was the second mixed medal for Esha, after the one she 
won recently with Anmol Jain in Plzen, Czech Republic. 

Tiger Woods awarded Presidential medal 

• US President Donald Trump bestowed Tiger Woods with 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest 
civilian honour. 

• Woods is only the fourth and the youngest golfer ever to 
have received the highest American civilian award. 

• Mr. Trump praised Mr. Woods as one of the greatest 
athletes in the history of sports. 

www.currentaffairspoint.com



 
Current Affairs Monthly Capsule I  

May 2019 
Current Affairs Weekly Capsule I 23rdto 29th 

September  2018 September  2018 August 2018 

 

39 | P a g e  

 
 

Indian boxers won 6 medals 

• Indian boxers finished with six medals, including two gold 
at the 36th Feliks Stamm International Boxing Tournament 
in Warsaw, Poland. 

• Gaurav Solanki and Manish Kaushik bagged one gold each. 

• Indian boxers also clinched a silver and three bronze. 

• The six-day competition saw boxers from all over the 
world participating in 10 categories in the men's section. 

Roger climbed 3rd in men's rankings 

• Former world number one Roger Federer has returned to 
third in the ATP Men's rankings released on 6 May 2019. 

• He replaced Alexander Zverev after he was knocked out of 
the Munich Open at the quarter-finals stage. 

• Novak Djokovic remains first ahead of Rafael Nadal to 
mark the Serb's 250th week as world number one. 

Asian Individual Squash Championship 

• Ace Indian squash players Saurav Ghoshal and Joshna 
Chinappa won their respective Asian Individual Squash 
Championship titles in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

• Saurav Ghoshal defeated Leo Au Chun Ming of Hong Kong 
to win the men's title. He is the first Indian male player to 
reach top ten of the world rankings. 

• Joshna Chinappa retained her title by beating Annie Au of 
Hong Kong in the women's final 

Jaipur to host Women Handball Championship 

• Jaipur will host the 8th Asian Youth Women Handball 
Championship in which 10 teams will be participating. 

• The tournament would be played in the city from 21 to 30 
August 2019. 

• Earlier Delhi had hosted it in 2015 where the hosts India 
had finished seventh. 

• 2017 edition was held at Jakarta in Indonesia. 

Semenya wins Doha 800m 

• Caster Semenya won the 800 metres at the Doha Diamond 
League. 

• The South African, a two-time Olympic champion, timed 
1min 54.98sec to defeat Burundi's Francine Niyonsaba, 
who clocked 1min 57.75sec and Ajee Wilson of the United 
States in 1min 58.83sec. 

India on top spot in ICC Test rankings 

• India retained its top position in the ICC Test rankings, and 
gained two points to become the world's second best ODI 
team. 

• England remained the number one ODI side in the latest 
annual rankings released in Dubai. 

• New Zealand gained three points in the Test rankings to 
move two points behind India. 

Bajrang Punia Wins Gold In Wrestling 

• Bajrang Punia won the gold medal in the Ali Aliyev 
wrestling tournament held in Kaspiisk, Russia. 

• In his final bout, he defeated Russian Viktor Rassadin 
by 13-8 in men's 65kg freestyle. 

• The 25-year-old currently holds the number one spot in 
World Wrestling Rankings. 

G Sathiyan in top 25 of ITTF Rankings 

• India’s G Sathiyan has become the first Indian to break into 
the top-25 of world rankings in Table Tennis. 

• Sathiyan rose four spots to be 24th in the latest ITTF 
rankings, following his impressive sixth place finish in the 
Asia Cup in Yokohama. 

• India’s number one female player, Manika Batra, slipped 
three spots to be 59th. 

Kumar Sangakara: 1st Non-British Pres of MCC 

• Former Sri Lanka captain Kumar Sangakkara was 
appointed as the first non-British president of the 
Marylebone Cricket Club. 

• He will be the first overseas MCC president in the 
organization's 233-year history. 

• His nomination announced by current President Anthony 
Wreford will begin with one-year tenure in October. 

Sreejesh nominated for Rajiv Gandhi awards 

• Indian goalkeeper P.R. Sreejesh has been nominated for 
the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award by Hockey India. 

• Chinglensana Singh Kangujam and Akashdeep Singh and 
women's team defender Deepika have been nominated 
for the Arjuna Award. 

• Hockey India has also nominated R.P. Singh and Sandeep 
Kaur for Dhyan Chand Award for Lifetime Achievement. 

Apurvi attained world number 1 spot 

• Indian shooting ace Apurvi Chandela attained the world 
number one position in the women's 10 metres air rifle 
event. 

• Anjum Moudgil rose to number two after consistent 
performances in recent years. 

• Among men, Divyansh Singh Panwar reached world 
number four spot in 10 metres air rifle category.  

Nitendra finished at 27th in London Marathon 

• Indian marathon runner, Nitendra Singh Rawat finished 
27th in the men’s Elite race of Virgin Money London 
Marathon 2019 at London, the UK. 

• It was won by EliudKipchoge of Kenya for record fourth 
time. 

• This was the fourth fastest in his career and his second 
fastest time in this season. 

Bajrang :1st Indian to fight at Madison sq. 

• Bajrang Punia is set to become the first wrestler from India 
to fight at the iconic Madison Square Garden in New York. 
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• He is currently the World No.1 in the 65-kg weight 
category. 

• Bajrang will be up against two-time US national champion 
Yianni Diakomahlis at the 'Grapple at the Garden -- Beat 
the Streets' event. 

Defence 

Adm Karambir Singh takes over as Navy Chief 

• Admiral Karambir Singh took over as the Chief of Naval 
Staff today with a career spanning over 37 years. 

• Karambir Singh served as the Vice Chief of Naval Staff at 
the headquarters in New Delhi before moving to 
Vishakhapatnam last year as the Eastern Naval 
Commander. 

New govt's first defence buy to be NUH 

• The Rs 21,738-crore procurement of 111 light Naval Utility 
Helicopters (NUH) for the Navy is on track to be the first 
big procurement of the new (NDA) government. 

• At least three international original equipment 
manufacturers submitted proposals to build their 
helicopters through an Indian industry designated as 
strategic partner (SP). 

Imbibe skills for techno-driven warfare. 

• Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa,on 30May reviewed the 
Passing Out Parade of 136th Course at the National 
Defence Academy at Khadakwasla. 

• This included 218 Army cadets, 34 Navy cadets and 39 Air 
Force cadets. 15 cadets from the friendly foreign countries 
of  Afghanistan, Bhutan, Tajikistan, Maldives, Vietnam, Sri 
Lanka and Papua New Guinea also passed out from the 
academy. 

AK Jain: Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief 

• Vice Admiral Atul Kumar Jain takes over as the Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Naval Command from Vice 
Admiral Karambir Singh. 

• A Gunnery and Missile Specialist, he has held various 
Operational, Staff and Command Appointments in the 
course of his distinguished career spanning over 37 years.  

• He was awarded Vishisht Seva Medal in 2009 and Ati 
Vishisht Seva Medal in 2015.  

Admiral Sunil Lanba retires on 31st May. 

• Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba will retire on 31st May 
after the completion of his tenure. 

• During his tenure, he set the tone for several transitions in 
operational, training & organizational philosophy of the 
Indian Navy. 

• He has also steered the implementation of the new 
transition cycle which facilitated the improvement of the 
overall readiness of ships in undertaking operational 
tasking. 

Army Conducts CSA Camp 2019 

• Western Command Children Summer Adventure Camp 
2019 is being organised at Manali from 27 May to 02 June 
2019. 

• The seven day camp is being conducted under the aegis of 
Rising Star Brigade.  

• This camp aims to provide a wholesome outdoor exposure 
to young boys and girls through educational, recreational 
and adventure activities. 

BS Dhanoa will be Chairman COSC 

• Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh 
Dhanoa received the baton of Chairman, Chiefs of Staff 
Committee from outgoing Chairman COSC 

• Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh Dhanoa, an alumnus of 
Rashtriya Indian Military College and the National Defence 
Academy, was commissioned in the Flying Branch of Indian 
Air Force in June 1978.  

IAF all-woman crew flies Mi-17 chopper 

• On 27 May 2019, an all-woman crew of Indian Air Force 
(IAF) flew a Mi-17 V5 helicopter for the first time in India. 

• Flight Lieutenant Parul Bhardwaj (Captain), Flying Officer 
Aman Nidhi (co-pilot) and Flight Lieutenant Hina Jaiswal 
(flight engineer) were part of the crew. 

• The crew flew the helicopter for a Battle Inoculation 
Training Mission at a forward airbase in South Western Air 
Command. 

IAF Chief lead missing man formation 

• Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa led a 
four aircraft, MiG-21 'Missing Man' formation flypast at 
Bhatinda, Punjab. 

• It was done to honour the valour and supreme sacrifice of 
men killed in action during Operation Safed Sagar at Kargil. 

Sahara: A hostel for Veer Naris 

• Hon'ble Lt Governor of Delhi Shri Anil Baijal inaugurated 
the Sahara Naval Hostel for the ‘Veer Naris’ at Vasant Kunj, 
New Delhi. 

• The project steered by the Indian Navy for ‘Naval Veer 
Naris’ has been built in CSR partnership with National 
Buildings Construction Corporation (NBCC). 

• It comprises compact suites equipped with all necessary 
amenities for a dignified living. 

Brahmos missile successfully test fired 

• A BrahMos Supersonic Cruise Missile was successfully test-
fired by a Unit of Eastern Command, Indian Army from Car 
Nicobar Islands as part of joint training by 3 defence 
forces. 

• The Combat missile was test fired on a specially designed 
target chosen at a range of 270 km. 
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• It validated deep penetration capability by the supersonic 
cruise missile and accurate engagement of targets in 
depth. 

AN-32 certified to operate on Bio-Jet fuel 

• IAF’s AN-32 aircraft was formally fleet certified to fly on 
blended aviation fuel containing up to 10% of indigenous 
bio-jet fuel. 

• The approval certificate was received at the aero-engine 
test facilities at Chandigarh by Air Commodore Sanjiv 
Ghuratia. 

• This will promote the ‘Make in India’ mission as this bio-
fuel would be produced from Tree Borne Oils sourced 
from tribal areas and farmers. 

Guided bomb successfully test-fired 

• DRDO successfully flight tested a 500 kg class Inertial 
Guided Bomb from Su-30 MKI Aircraft from the Pokhran 
test range, Rajasthan. 

• The guided bomb achieved the desired range and hit the 
target with high precision. 

• All the mission objectives have been met. The weapon 
system is capable of carrying different warheads. 

Naval drills in Western Pacific held 

• U.S. Navy ships conducted joint drills with warships from 
allies Japan, Australia and South Korea in their first 
combined exercise in the Western Pacific. 

• The six-day exercise involves two Japanese destroyers, two 
Australian frigates and a destroyer from South Korea, with 
as many as 3,000 sailors participating. 

Fl Lt. Bhawana: 1st woman to fly fighter jets 

• Bhawana Kanth became the first woman pilot of the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) to qualify to undertake combat missions on 
a fighter jet. 

• She has completed operational syllabus for carrying out 
combat missions on Mig-21 Bison aircraft during day time. 

• Bhawana joined the fighter squadron in November 2017 
and flew the first solo on MiG-21 Bison in March last year. 

Affiliation signed between AR and ICG 

• The Director Generals of Assam Rifles and Indian Coast 
Guard (ICG) signed an Affiliation Charter between 3rd 
(Naga Hills) Battalion of Assam Rifles and Indian Coast 
Guard Ship ‘Shaurya’. 

• Assam Rifles have 46 Battalions manning the Indo-
Myanmar border. 

• ICG, with 142 ships & 62 aircraft is one of the youngest 
Armed Force under Ministry of Defence. 

Brahmos missile successfully fired 

• IAF successfully fired the BrahMos air version missile from 
its frontline Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft. 

• The launch from the aircraft was smooth and the missile 
followed the desired trajectory before directly hitting the 
land target. 

• The air-launched BrahMos missile is a 2.5-ton supersonic 
air to surface cruise missile with ranges of close to 300 km. 

Brief on SIMBEX-2019 

• IN ships Kolkata and Shakti are continuing their stay at 
Singapore to participate in the annual Singapore India 
Maritime Bilateral Exercise SIMBEX-2019. 

• It is being held from 16-22 May 2019. 

• The Singapore side will be represented by RSN ships 
Steadfast and Valiant, maritime patrol aircraft Fokker-50 
(F-50) and F-16 fighter aircraft. 

8th Indo-Myanmar coordinated patrol 

• Myanmar Navy Ship UMS King TabinShweHtee (773) and 
UMS Inlay (OPV-54) arrived Port Blair on 20 May 2019. 

• The 8th Indo-Myanmar coordinated patrol (IMCOR) is 
being organised at Andaman and Nicobar Command. 

• The Myanmar delegation is led by Commodore Htein Win. 

• The CORPAT initiative between the two navies is meant to 
address issues inimical to interest of both nations. 

US Navy destroyer sailed in South China 

• Two U.S. guided missile destroyers sailed near disputed 
islands claimed by China in the South China Sea on 19 May 
2019. 

• The USS Preble and USS Chung Hoon traveled within 12 
nautical miles of the Gaven and Johnson Reefs.  

• The operation comes amid heightened tensions between 
the U.S. and China over a possible trade deal. 

Eastern Army Commander visited MISA Camp 

• Lieutenant General MM Naravane, Army Commander 
Eastern Command visited Misa Camp. 

• He was briefed in detail on the Op-preparedness of the 
formation. 

• He felicitated the meritorious Officers, Junior 
Commissioned Officer and Other Ranks by awarding 
commendation cards. 

Maritime defence exhibition held in Singapore 

• Two warships of the Indian Navy-INS Kolkata and INS 
Shakti--participated in the International Maritime Defence 
Exhibition Asia (IMDEX Asia-2019) in Singapore. 

• IMDEX Asia-2019 commenced on 14 May 2019. 

• After IMDEX, Indian Naval ships will participate in the 26th 
edition of Singapore India Maritime Bilateral Exercise 
(SIMBEX) scheduled from 16 to 22 May 2019. 

Indian Navy conducted missile tests 

• The Indian Navy conducted significant missile tests 
boosting its anti-air warfare capabilities. 
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• The first cooperative engagement firing of the Medium 
Range Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM) or Barak-8 was held 
on the Western Seaboard. 

• The firing was undertaken on the western seaboard by the 
INS Kochi and the INS Chennai. 

First NCC girls expedition flagged off 

• The National Cadet Corps (NCC) Girls’ Mountaineering 
Expedition to Mt. Tenchenkhang in Sikkim was ‘Flagged 
Off’ on 17 May 2019. 

• The team is led by Lt Col Madhab Boro and constitute 
three officers, 17 PI staff and 20 NCC Girl Cadets. 

• This is the first NCC cadets’ expedition in Sikkim ever since 
1970. 

ICGS Vigraha decommissioned 

• The Indian Coast Guard ship (ICGS) Vigraha was 
decommissioned at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

• The decommissioning ceremony was attended by eight 
former Commanding Officers who had been at the helm of 
the ship, along with former and the present crew. 

• It was commissioned into service on April 12, 1990. 

Defence Ministry to set up 2 units 

• The Defence Ministry has announced setting up of two 
separate units to handle space and cyber warfare. 

• Rear Admiral Mohit Gupta would head the new defence 
cyber agency, while Air Marshal S.P. Dharkar would head 
the defence space agency. 

• Major General A.K. Dhingra was named the head of the 
special forces division. 

• The three new agencies are expected to become 
operational by Oct-Nov 2019. 

Defence Space Agency to come up at Bangalore 

• India is setting up its military space agency headquartered 
at Bengaluru with the ace fighter pilot Air Vice Marshal SP 
Dharkar as its likely head.  

• The tri-services Space agency is likely to command all the 
space assets of the three services including the A-SAT 
capability, which can be used to destroy enemy space-
based satellites and other assets. 

Indian Defence Forces held joint exercise 

• Indian Army, Navy and Air Force held joint exercise Bull 
Strike at Teressa Island in Andaman and Nicobar. 

• The objective was to enhance their coordination in dealing 
with major security challenges and also to showcase joint 
operation capability of the three forces. 

• 170 troops from all three services participated and carried 
out para drop operations in a Combat Free Fall and Static 
Line mode. 

Jaisalmer to host Int. Army Games 

• International Army Scout Masters Competition as a part of 
International Army Games will be organised at Jaisalmer 
from 24 July-17 August 2019. 

• The event will witness participation of the Mechanised 
Infantry Scout Teams of eight countries including Russia. 

• The Competition will be conducted in 5 stages, which will 
test the overall skills of Mechanised Infantry Scouts. 

IN's SSB inaugurated at Kolkata 

• Admiral Sunil Lanba, the Chief of Naval Staff inaugurated 
Indian Navy’s first full-fledged Service Selection Board 
(SSB)at Diamond Harbour, near Kolkata on 14 May 2019. 

• This is the fifth Service Selection Board of the Indian Navy 
and caters for selection of both Permanent and Short 
Service Commission officers. 

Admiral John of the US Navy visited India 

• Admiral John Michael Richardson, Chief of Naval 
Operations, US Navy, was on an official tour to India from 
12 to 14 May 2019. 

• His visit was intended to consolidate bilateral naval 
relations between India and the USA and also to explore 
new avenues for naval cooperation. 

• Indian Navy and US Navy interact regularly and participate 
in maritime exercises such as MALABAR and RIMPAC. 

Tanjung Datu arrived in Port Blair 

• Indonesian Coast Guard ship (BAKAMLA) ‘Tanjung Datu’ 
arrived in Port Blair along with a high-level delegation led 
by First Admiral Eko Murwanto. 

• The aim of this goodwill visit is to enhance bilateral 
cooperation between the Coast Guards of two countries. 

• The ship ‘KN Tanjung Datu’ is a Patrol Vessel. 

• The ship has a complement of 25 officers and 40 sailors. 

Georgian plane forced to land at Jaipur 

• A Georgian AN-12 aircraft was forced to land at Jaipur by 
Indian Air Force interceptors on 10 May 2019. 

• The aircraft did not follow the authorized Air Traffic 
Services (ATS) route and was not responding to Radio calls 
from Indian controlling agencies. 

• However, when challenged, the aircraft responded that it 
was a non-scheduled An-12 aircraft that had got airborne 
from Georgia for Delhi. 

1st Apache helicopter handed over to the IAF 

• First AH-64E (I) - Apache Guardian helicopter was formally 
handed over to the Indian Air Force at Boeing production 
facility in Mesa, Arizona, USA on 10 May, 2019. 

• Air Marshal AS Butola, represented the Indian Air Force 
and accepted the first Apache. 

• IAF had signed a contract with US Government and M/s 
Boeing Ltd in Sep 2015 for 22 Apache helicopters. 

Navy joins exercises in South China Sea 
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• Navy ships INS Kolkata and Shakti carried out Group Sail 
with the naval ships of Japan, the Philippines and the U.S. 
in the South China Sea (SCS) from 3 to 9 May 2019. 

• The group sail exercise showcased India’s commitment to 
operating with like-minded nations to ensure safe 
maritime environment through enhanced interoperability. 

• The ships undertook various exercises. 

Sea phase of 'Varuna' exercise begins 

• The sea phase of the Indo-French naval exercise 'Varuna' 
began on 8 May 2019. 

• This year's edition of the Indo-French naval exercise 
currently underway off the Goa coast is the largest ever 
undertaken by the two navies. 

• The exercise, began on May 1, will culminate on May 10 
after sea phase operations. 

• The first bilateral naval exercise between India and France 
was held in 1983. 

INS Ranjit decommissioned 

• INS Ranjit, a Rajput class destroyer was decommissioned 
at Visakhapatnam on 6 May 2019. 

• The ship commissioned on 15 September 1983 by Captain 
Vishnu Bhagwat has rendered yeoman service to the 
nation for 36 years. 

• The ship since her commissioning has sailed for 2190 days 
covering a distance of over 7,43,000 nautical miles. 

Navy launches 4th Scorpene class submarine 

• The fourth of Indian Navy’s stealth Scorpene class 
Submarines of Project 75 was launched at the Kanhoji 
Angre Wet Basin of Mazagon Dock Limited at Mumbai in 
Maharashtra. 

• The submarine has been named ‘Vela’ after an earlier 
submarine, which was the lead submarine, of the erstwhile 
Vela class. 

• The submarine has completed joining of all its sections. 

India to purchase 10 Kamov-31 choppers 

• The Defence Ministry approved Indian Navy's proposal to 
acquire 10 Kamov-31 choppers from Russia at a cost of 
around Rs 3,600 crore. 

• It will strengthen its capability against aerial threats to its 
aircraft carriers and large warships. 

• The Navy already has a fleet of 12 of these Kamov-31 
choppers which sanitise the air space around the aircraft 
carriers and destroyers operating in open seas. 

Indian and French Navies conducted Varuna Ex 

• The first part of the Indo-French joint naval exercise, 
Varuna 19.1 is being conducted off the Goa coast from 1-
10 May 19. 

• It includes the participation of the French Navy’s aircraft 
carrier FNS Charles de Gaulle, two destroyers, FNS Forbin 
and FNS Provence. 

• The exercise will be conducted in 2 phases. 

• The second part, Varuna 19.2, is scheduled to be held at 
the end of May in Djibouti. 

Workshop on Space Warfare and Tech held 

• Directorate of Indian Defence University (IDU) is organizing 
a 2-day workshop on Space Warfare and Technology on 2-
3 May,19 in New Delhi. 

• It is being held for senior and middle-level officers from 
the three Services. 

• The workshop intends to cover Weaponisation and 
Militarisation of Space, preparation for Absorption of High-
End Technology for Self-Sustenance in Space Operations, 
and more. 

Polity 

No 10% EWS quota for PG medical courses in MH 

• The Supreme Court on Thursday said that 10 per cent EWS 
quota cannot be applied to PG medical courses in 
Maharashtra for the academic year 2019-20. 

• A vacation bench of Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justice 
Aniruddha Bose said 10 per cent EWS quota cannot be 
granted at the cost of others unless additional seats are 
created by the Medical Council of India. 

Manmohan won't be nominated in Rajya Sabha 

• Former PM Manmohan Singh, who has represented Assam 
in the Rajya Sabha for the last 28 years, will not be 
nominated to the Parliament's Upper House this time. 

• The party will not nominate anyone because it does not 
have the numbers in the Assam Assembly. 

• Manmohan's current term will end on June 14, 2019. 

Pema Khandu to take oath as CM of Aru. Pra. 

• Pema Khandu will be sworn-in as the Chief Minister of 
Arunachal Pradesh on 29 May 2019 for the second time. 

• After having a landslide victory in the Assembly elections 
with 41 seats in the 60-seat house, the BJP held it's 
Legislature Party Meeting in Itanagar on 27 May 2019. 

• Mr. Khandu met Governor Dr. BD Mishra and staked claim 
to form the government. 

4 new Delhi HC court judge took oath 

• 4 new Delhi High Court judges, including a woman judge, 
were sworn in, taking the working strength of the court to 
40. 

• Justices Talwant Singh, Rajnish Bhatnagar, Asha Menon 
and Brijesh Sethi were administered the oath by Delhi High 
Court Chief Justice Rajendra Menon. 

• The Delhi High Court has an approved strength of 60 and 
faces a shortage of 20 judges. 

European elections: EPP won 178 seats 

• European Parliament published the provisional results for 
this year's elections. 
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• The European People's Party group won 178 seats and 
remained the largest political group in the legislature. 

• The second largest group is the Progressive Alliance of 
Socialists and Democrats (S&D) with 152 seats, in the 751-
member legislature. 

17th Lok Sabha to witness 78 woman MPs 

• Seventy-eight seats have been won by women candidates 
in the 17th Lok Sabha elections, the highest since the first 
Lok Sabha in 1952. 

• Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal are sending the highest 
number of women to the house, 11 each. 

• A total of 724 women candidates contested, with Congress 
fielding the maximum 54 women, followed by BJP at 53. 

Naveen to take oath for 5th term as Odisha CM 

• Naveen Patnaik is all set to take oath as chief minister of 
the State for a record fifth term in a row. 

• The Biju Janata Dal headed by him has won a decisive 
victory in the assembly polls bagging 112 of the 146 
assembly seats. 

• The 15th State Assembly which was formed on June 12, 
2014, will complete its term on 11th June 2019. 

Dissolution of the 16th Lok Sabha approved 

• The Union Cabinet gave its approval to dissolve the 
Sixteenth Lok Sabha, which was constituted on 18 May 
2014. 

• The first meeting of the Sixteenth Lok Sabha was held on 
June 4, 2014. 

• The life of the present Lok Sabha is, therefore, to expire on 
June 3, 2019, unless the President dissolves it earlier. 

Chamling lost after 25 years 

• Longest serving CM of any state Pawan Kumar Chamling-
led Sikkim Democratic Front (SDF) lost after 25 years to 
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) in the state Assembly 
elections. 

• In the 32-member assembly, SKM gained majority by 
winning 17 seats, while SDF won 15. 

• Notably, in 2009 Assembly elections, SDF had won all 32 
seats in the state. 

4 new SC judges to take oath of office 

• 4 new judges of the Supreme Court will take oath of office 
on 25 May 2019, raising their number to 31. 

• Justices B.R. Gavai, Surya Kant, Aniruddha Bose and A.S. 
Bopanna will be administered oath of office by Chief 
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi. 

• The apex court will have its full strength of judges for the 
first time since 2008 when Parliament had increased the 
number of judges from 26 to 31. 

Remya: Kerala's only Dalit woman MP 

• Remya Haridas has created history by becoming the only 
woman to have elected to parliament from Kerala. 

• She is also the second ever Dalit woman MP to have 
elected from Kerala. 

• She was one of the toppers of Gandhi's 'Talent Hunt' in 
search for upcoming leaders held in 2010. 

• She has won against nearly insurmountable odds from 
Alathur, Kerala. 

33,000 voters opted NOTA in Himachal P. 

• In Himachal Pradesh, over 33,000 none of the above 
(NOTA) votes were polled. 

• 0.87% of voters opted for NOTA out of over 38 lakh voters. 

• The highest 11,327 voters chose NOTA in Kangra, followed 
by Shimla, Hamirpur, and Mandi. 

Jagan Mohan to be CM of Andhra Pradesh 

• In Andhra Pradesh, YSR Congress Chief Jagan Mohan 
Reddy will be sworn in as chief minister of Andhra Pradesh 
on 30 May 2019. 

• His party achieved victory in the legislative elections for 
Andhra Pradesh Legislative assembly held on April 11th. 

BJP set to form new government 

• BJP led NDA is all set to form a new government at the 
Centre bagging 347 and leading in 4 in the 543 member 
Lok Sabha elections. 

• BJP alone has won an absolute majority and heading for a 
landslide victory. It has secured 303 seats. 

• The UPA has won 89 and leading in 1 while others got 95 
and leading in 6. 

• The Congress alone has bagged 52 seats. 

New initiative for real time voting results 

• Election Commission has come up with a new initiative to 
provide real-time trends and results of the Lok Sabha vote 
counting across the states and union territories. 

• The counting trends and results will be available on the 
Commission Website at www.results.eci.gov.in as well as 
on the Voter Helpline App. 

Lok Sabha Polls at 67.11% 

• An estimated 67.11% of the nearly 91 crore electors 
turned up to cast their vote in 2019's seven-phase Lok 
Sabha elections.  

• This is the highest ever turnout recorded in any 
parliamentary polls in India. 

• The overall turnout in 2014 was 66.40%. 

Lokpal website launched in the country 

• The website of the Lokpal www.lokpal.gov.in has been 
launched in India. 

• It was inaugurated by Chairperson Justice Pinaki Chandra 
Ghose in presence of all the Members of Lokpal in New 
Delhi. 
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• It provides basic information about the working and 
functioning of the anti-corruption ombudsman. 

Appointments 

Pema Khandu sworn as Arunachal Pradesh CM 

• Pema Khandu, who pitchforked into politics after the 
death of his father in a helicopter crash eight years ago, 
was on Wednesday sworn in as the first Chief Minister of 
an elected Bharatiya Janata Party government in 
Arunachal Pradesh.  

• Apart from Mr Khandu, Governor Brigadier (Retd.) B.D. 
Mishra administered the oath of office and secrecy to 
Chown Mein as the Deputy Chief Minister. 

Naveen Patnaik takes oath as Odisha CM 

• Biju Janata Dal (BJD) president Naveen Patnaik was sworn 
in as Chief Minister of Odisha for the fifth consecutive 
term in Bhubaneswar on Wednesday. 

• As many as 20 other members of the new Council of 
Ministers were also sworn in at the ceremony held at the 
Exhibition Ground. The Council of Ministers has 10 new 
faces, including two women. 

Ola Electric appoints Arun Sarin 

• Ola Electric has announced the appointment of Arun Sarin 
as an independent director on its board. 

• Arun is the former CEO of Vodafone Group and serves on 
the boards of Cisco Systems, Accenture, Charles Schwab, 
and Ola’s parent company ANI Technologies.  

• Ratan Tata, Chairman Emeritus, Tata Sons, invested in Ola 
Electric as a part of the entity's Series A funding. 

Nasheed nominated as new Speaker 

• In Maldives, former President Mohamed Nasheed has 
been nominated as speaker of new parliament or Majlis. 

• Mr. Nasheed leads the Maldives Democratic Party (MDP). 

• Another MDP MP Eva Abdulla has been nominated for the 
post of deputy speaker. 

• As per the constitution of Maldives, the new MPs are 
supposed to elect a Speaker and a Deputy Speaker from its 
members by secret ballot. 

Pema Khandu to take oath as CM of Aru. Pra. 

• Pema Khandu will be sworn-in as the Chief Minister of 
Arunachal Pradesh on 29 May 2019 for the second time. 

• After having a landslide victory in the Assembly elections 
with 41 seats in the 60-seat house, the BJP held it's 
Legislature Party Meeting in Itanagar on 27 May 2019. 

• Mr. Khandu met Governor Dr. BD Mishra and staked claim 
to form the government. 

P.S. Golay: New CM of Sikkim 

• Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) president Prem Singh 
Tamang, or P.S. Golay, on May 27 took oath as the Chief 
Minister of Sikkim. 

• He was administered the oath by Governor Ganga Prasad 
at Paljor Stadium. 

• Mr. Golay is not a member of the State Assembly at 
present as he did not contest the polls. 

L.V. Navaneeth: CEO of The Hindu 

• L.V. Navaneeth will be taking over as the new CEO of The 
Hindu from June 1, 2019, on completion of the term of the 
incumbent CEO and MD, Rajiv C. Lochan. 

• Mr. Navaneeth served this organisation between 1998 and 
2006 in a senior position in Advertising and Marketing. 

TAFE appoints Akshay Kumar as its ambassador 

• TAFE, India’s second largest tractor manufacturer by 
volumes, appointed Bollywood actor Akshay Kumar as its 
brand ambassador for the Massey Ferguson brand of 
Tractors. 

• TAFE is present across 100 countries as of now with a 
cumulative sale of about 2.5 million tractors. 

Indian appointed as the head of UN Mission 

• UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres appointed Indian 
Army officer Lieutenant General Shailesh Tinaikar, as the 
new Force Commander of the United Nations Mission in 
South Sudan (UNMISS). 

• He is currently serving as the Commandant of the Infantry 
School since July 2018. 

• Lieutenant General Tinaikar will succeed Lieutenant 
General Frank Kamanzi of Rwanda who completes his 
assignment on May 26. 

Appointments 

• The Centre has cleared the appointment of Justice D N 
Patel as the Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court. 

• He will succeed the present Chief Justice Rajendra Menon, 
who will retire on June 6, 2019. 

• He hails from Gujarat High Court and is presently at 
Jharkhand High Court on transfer.  

Appointments 

• Pakistan has appointed career diplomat Mueenul Haq as 
the High Commissioner to India. 

• Haq, the current ambassador to France, has previously 
served as chief of protocol at the Foreign Office. 

BharatPe appoints Salman as brand ambassador 

• Merchant service and UPI payments app BharatPe 
appointed Bollywood actor Salman Khan as its brand 
ambassador. 

• The new brand campaign will be focused towards 
educating merchants and users about UPI payments along 
with driving adoption of BharatPe app for all their business 
needs. 

• BharatPe offers merchants a single interface for all UPI 
apps like Paytm, PhonePe, Google Pay, BHIM, Mobikwik. 
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Appointments 

• Ms. Radha Venkataraman, presently Director in the 
Ministry, has been appointed as the next High 
Commissioner of India to the Kingdom of Eswatini. 

• Virat Kohli and batsman Rishabh Pant have been 
appointed as new official brand ambassadors of the 
country's leading wellness firm, the Himalaya Drug 
Company. 

Appointments 

• Ujjivan Small Finance Bank appointed Nitin Chugh as its 
Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

• He has been appointed for a period of 3 years from 
December 1, 2019. 

Cyril Ramaphosa re-elected President 

• African National Congress (ANC) won South African 
elections with 57.51% votes and Cyril Ramaphosa elected 
as South African President. 

• Last year in February 2018, Cyril Ramaphosa was elected 
as South African President after President Jacob Zuma 
resigned from the post. 

Appointments 

• The Retired judge of Indian Supreme Court Justice Madan 
B Lokur is appointed as a judge of Supreme Court of Fiji's 
non-resident panel. He has been appointed in the new role 
for a period of three years. 

• Former Indian opening batsman Wasim Jaffer has been 
appointed as the batting coach for the Bangladeshi men’s 
team. 

Appointments 

• RBI has appointed former deputy governor Rama 
Subramaniam Gandhi as an additional director on the 
board of Yes Bank for two years, from 14 May 2019 to 13 
May 2021. 

• Former Supreme Court judge A K Sikri has been appointed 
as the chairperson of the News Broadcasting Standards 
Authority. 

Appointments 

• LIC Mutual Fund appointed Dinesh Pangtey as the 
company's Chief Executive Officer (CEO). He joined LIC as a 
direct recruit officer in 1984. 

• ITC Ltd named managing director Sanjiv Puri as its 
chairman. He will take over the legacy of Y.C. Deveshwar, 
the company’s longest serving chairman who died on 11 
May 2019. 

KS Radhakrishnan appointed as member of CSAT 

• K S Radhakrishnan, former Supreme Court Judge, has been 
appointed as a member of the Commonwealth Secretariat 
Arbitral Tribunal, London. 

• He will render his services as a member of the Tribunal for 
a period of four years from 1st of June, 2019 to 31st of 
May, 2023. 

• He served as the Chief Justice of the Gujarat and Jammu & 
Kashmir High Courts before his term in Supreme Court 
from 2009-2014. 

Appointments 

• Group Captain Chandra Shekhar Bhatt took over the 
command of Air Force Station Faridabad from Group 
Captain Kaushik Das. 

• Karnataka Bank Limited has promoted two of its General 
Managers, Balachandra YV and Gokuldas Pai, as Chief 
Operating Officer (COO) and Chief Business Officer (CBO), 
respectively. 

Muhammad-Bande appointed as President of UNGA 

• TIJJANI Muhammad-Bande, a professor and former vice 
chancellor of Usman Danfodiyo University, Sokoto, has 
been appointed the President of the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA).  

• He was the permanent representative of Nigeria at the 
UN. 

• When he assumes the role, the professor will become the 
second Nigerian to be president of the UN General 
Assembly. 

Ajay Mehta: New Maharashtra Chief Secretary 

• Mumbai municipal commissioner Ajoy Mehta has been 
appointed as Maharashtra's new Chief Secretary. 

• Ajoy Mehta succeeds UPS Madan who has been named as 
the special advisor to Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis. 

Dia Mirza appointed as SDG Advocates of UN 

• The United Nations appointed 17 global figures including 
Indian actress Dia Mirza and Alibaba chief Jack Ma as the 
new advocates for  Sustainable Development Goals. 

• SDG Advocates are influential public figures committed to 
raising awareness, inspiring greater ambition and pushing 
for faster action on the SDGs. 

• SDGs were adopted in September 2015. 

Hari Menon appointed as Country Director 

• Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has appointed Hari 
Menon as the Country Director for India, effective from 
May 24. 

• He takes over from Nachiket Mor, who held the position 
for the past three years. 

• Currently, he is the Director, Global Program Advocacy & 
Communications, based out of the foundation's 
headquarters in Seattle. 

Deborah appointed CEO of Recording Academy 
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• Deborah Dugan has created history by becoming the first 
woman to head Recording Academy. 

• She has been appointed as Academy President and CEO 
and will replace Neil Portnow. 

• She is currently serves as co-chair of the award-winning 
storytelling nonprofit The Moth. 

• The new president will oversee all affairs of the Academy. 

Kalavathi: CEO of Philips Innovation Campus 

• Kalavathi G V has been appointed as the new Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of the Philips Innovation Campus in 
Bangaluru. 

• Kalavathi, currently the head of Global Customer Service 
and Operations for Philips' Healthcare Informatics 
business, will succeed Srinivas Prasad M R. 

• Philips Innovation Campus in Bengaluru is a premier 
software research and development unit in Philips. 

Rakesh Sharma elected as IMMA Vice-President 

• Bajaj Auto Executive Director Rakesh Sharma has been 
elected as Vice-President of Geneva-based International 
Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA). 

• He is a representative of the Society of Indian Automobile 
Manufacturers (SIAM). 

• Geneva-based IMMA has membership from various 
manufacturers associations from across the world. 

Jus PR Ramachandran: New CJ HC 

• Justice PR Ramachandra Menon was sworn in as Chief 
Justice of the Chhattisgarh High Court.  

• Governor Anandiben Patel administered him the oath of 
office and secrecy at a function here at Raj Bhawan.  

• He was earlier a judge in the Kerala High Court.  

ECube ropes in Badrinarayanan 

• ECube, an ESG (environment, social and governance) 
platform announced the appointment of Chandru 
Badrinarayanan as managing partner. 

• Early this year, Ecube had announced a fundraise of $1 
billion jointly with Quantum Advisors. 

• Mr. Badrinarayanan was till recently executive director 
and head of MSCI’s India business and has more than 30 
years of experience. 

Appointments 

• Ilapuram Raja has been appointed as member for RTI 
Commission.  

• India's Jagjit Pavadia was re-elected to the International 
Narcotics Control Board (INCB) for another term, posting 
the highest number of votes at 44. 

Appointments 

• Visa has announced the appointment of Sujatha V Kumar 
as Head of Marketing for India and South Asia.  

• Reza Baqir, an economist with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), has been appointed as Governor of the State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) for three years. 

Gregor appointed global ambassador 

• Gregor Robertson has accepted an ambassador role with 
the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy. 

• The Global Covenant of Mayors is a coalition of over 9,000 
cities and is the largest global alliance for climate 
leadership. 

• In his role as ambassador, the former mayor will be taking 
his knowledge of urban climate change strategies to 
organizations around the world. 

Myntra appoints Virat Kohli, Anushka Sharma 

• Flipkart-owned fashion e-commerce platform Myntra 
announced that it had appointed celebrity couple Virat 
Kohli and Anushka Sharma as its first brand ambassadors. 

• This is couple’s second big brand endorsement deal after 
men’s ethnic wear brand Manyavar, which they have been 
associated with since 2017. 

Appointments 

• Paytm, India’s mobile payment and commerce platform’s 
President, Bhushan Patil, has quit the company. 

• Godavarthi Venkata Srinivas (IFS:1993), presently Joint 
Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, has been 
appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic 
of Senegal. 

• Justice Ravindra Bhat has been appointed as the Chief 
Justice of the Rajasthan High Court. 

Gates Foundation hires Sanjay Ubale 

• The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has hired a senior 
executive from Tata Group, India’s largest business group, 
for its operations in the country. 

• Sanjay Ubale will join Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation as 
policy director in its India office. 

• In his new job, Ubale will oversee the Seattle-based 
charity’s healthcare, poverty alleviation and educational 
activities in India. 

Wolters sworn in as military officer of NATO 

• US Air Force General Tod D. Wolters has been sworn in as 
the top military officer of the 29-nation NATO military 
alliance. 

• The former pilot, who has served in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
became Supreme Allied Commander Europe at a 
ceremony today at NATO's military headquarters in Mons 
in southern Belgium. 

• Wolters' term is likely to run two to three years. 

BSE's first independent woman director 

• Bombay Stock Exchange has appointed its first 
independent woman director Jayshree Vyas.  
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• Vyas is a chartered accountant working as the managing 
director of Shree Mahila Sewa Sahakari Bank, Ahmedabad, 
since 1986. 

• She helped in launching the first financial literacy 
programme in Sewa Bank in 2001. 

Appointments II 

• Senior IAS officer Dilip Kumar was appointed as the Officer 
on Special Duty (OSD) in the office of Lokpal.  

• He has been appointed for a period of six months on 
additional charge basis or till a new incumbent joins the 
post. 

• Viacom18 has appointed Gourav Rakshit as the chief 
operating officer (COO) for the Viacom18 Digital Ventures 
vertical. 

Kumar Sangakara: 1st Non-British Pres of MCC 

• Former Sri Lanka captain Kumar Sangakkara was 
appointed as the first non-British president of the 
Marylebone Cricket Club. 

• He will be the first overseas MCC president in the 
organization's 233-year history. 

• His nomination announced by current President Anthony 
Wreford will begin with one-year tenure in October. 

Appointments I 

• Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria PVSM AVSM 
VM ADC took over as Vice Chief of the Air Staff on 1 May 
2019. 

• Air Marshal SK Ghotia VSM took over as Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief of Training Command on 1 May 
2019. 

Appointments II 

• President Ram Nath Kovind appointed Justice Abhay 
Shreeniwas Oka of the Bombay High Court as the Chief 
Justice of the Karnataka High Court. 

• The President of India has appointed Kerala High Court 
Judge Justice P.R. Ramachandra Menon as Chief Justice Of 
Chhattisgarh High Court.  

Benjamin Netanyahu: New PM of Israel 

• Benjamin Netanyahu was elected as the new PM of Israel. 

• Mr. Netanyahu will seek to form a governing coalition in 
the days ahead. 

• His Likud party won 35 seats in the election, the same as 
his main opponent from the centrist Blue and White 
alliance, led by former military chief Benny Gantz. 

Appointments I 

• President Maithripala Sirisena appointed a former Army 
commander General S.H.S Kottegoda to the post of 
Defence Secretary. 

• Japan's new emperor, Naruhito, has formally ascended the 
Chrysanthemum Throne, replacing his father, Akihito, who 
had abdicated a day earlier. 

Environment 

New medicinal plants found in Manipur 

• Scientists attempting to document indigenous medicinal 
knowledge of Zeliangrong ethnic group in Manipur have 
found new medicinal plants. 

• Scientists identified plants like Gynura cusimbua, Hedyotis 
scandens, Mussaenda glabra and Schima wallichii whose 
medicinal usage are reported for the first time. 

• Zeliangrong ethnic group is one of the 32 tribes in 
Manipur. 

Coral bleaching near Palk Bay 

• The National Centre for Coastal Research has found an 
alarming pattern of bleaching in the reefs in Mandapam, 
Keezhakkarai and Palk Bay. 

• When the sea surface temperature was 28.7°C to 31°C in 
the August 2018-February 2019, there was no bleaching 
seen. 

• However, when the temperatures rose to 32°C and 36°C 
between March 2019 and May 2019, researchers observed 
a pattern of bleaching in corals. 

'Most bird-like' dinosaur ever found 

• Scientists in Germany have found a new species of flying 
dinosaur that flapped its wings like a raven. 

• Archaeopteryx, a small feathered dinosaur, was 
considered to be the oldest flying bird. 

• Scientists have named the new bird-like dinosaur 
Alcmonavis poeschli. 

• Alcmonavis poeschli was the most bird-like bird discovered 
from the Jurassic. 

New vine snake species found in Odisha 

• Zoologists have discovered a new vine snake species from 
the eastern State of Odisha. 

• A new taxon of vine snake is being found after a gap of 
over a century. 

• The last time a vine snake species was described was in 
1906. 

• Vine snake is a slender rear-fanged snake with narrow 
heads and pointed snouts. 

• Seven vine snake species are found in India. 

Chinkara sanctuary declared in Bukkapatna 

• Nearly 148.45 sq. km of forests in Bukkapatna in Tumakuru 
district of Karnataka has been declared as a Chinkara 
Wildlife Sanctuary 

• The Chinkara sanctuary is the second protected area for 
the conservation of the rare antelope in the State after 
Yedehalli in Bagalkot. 
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GRIHA Council launches rating system 

• GRIHA Council released a rating tool ‘GRIHA for Existing 
Day Schools’ on 6 May 2019. 

• The rating will help in evaluating the environmental 
performance of existing schools across India. 

• The rating familiarises the students with the concepts of 
sustainability by involving them, under the guidance of 
their teachers, on evaluating the environmental impact of 
schools on the environment. 

Grizzled giant squirrel spotted near Gingee 

• For the first time, researchers have sighted nests of the 
grizzled giant squirrel at Pakkamalai Reserve Forests near 
Gingee in the Eastern Ghats. 

• The squirrel is an endangered species listed under 
Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act. 

• Owing to habitat loss and poaching, the species has been 
categorised as near threatened by the Red List and listed 
under Schedule II of CITES. 

Bengal tigers may not survive climate change 

• According to a report by the UN, Royal Bengal Tiger, which 
dominates the marshy areas of the Sundarban forest 
reserves, may be pushed into extinction due to rise in sea 
levels and climate change. 

• The Sunderbans, a 10,000-km area of wet and marshy land 
sprawled across Bangladesh and India, is among the 
world's richest mangrove forest reserves and supports 
species like Bengal Tiger. 

First brown bear sighting in Portugal 

• The first brown bear sighting in Portugal in more than a 
century was confirmed by wildlife experts. 

• The bear belongs to a population living in the western 
Cantabrian Mountains in northern Spain. 

• Brown bears have been extinct in Portugal since the 19th 
century. 

• The animal was spotted in the Montesinho Natural Park 
and Braganca commune in northeastern Portugal. 

Fani: longest-lasting cyclone in the century 

• The powerful Cyclone Fani which ravaged the eastern 
coast of India was the longest-lasting cyclone in April over 
Bay of Bengal in a century, said the India Meteorological 
Department. 

• It was the longest-staying system over Bay of Bengal in 
April, from 1901. 

• Cyclone Fani was one of the strongest since the Super 
cyclone 1999 and Cyclone Phailin in 2013, killing at least 16 
in India. 
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